— 


| 


" FOUR 


SERMONS 


veral times in Ec cLE s- 
FB 1 L »» Church in 


YORKESHIRE. 


* 


By IMMANuEL KNuUTTON| 


Preacher of Gops Word there,” 


— 


— 


Pd 


Galat 6. I7. And as man) 4 walk accord- 
ing to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, 
and upon the Iſrael of God. 


— — — — — —— 


LONDON, 
Printed for Geor ge Sawbridge,at the Bible 


Publickly delivered at ſe- 


on Tudgate- hill. 165 5. 


„ * - 


9958 


DE 
998 9 055 


To all true hearted Iſrae- 
lites, who love the Lord Jelus in 
11 incerity ymmnanuel Rnutton 
wiſheth all preſent hap- 


pineſs, and future 


bleſſedneſe. 


DEAR CHRISTIANS, 


M hearts defere #, 
Bl that you may be 
ſaved , for your 
ſakes { have pab- 
liſbed theſe four Sermons, to 
aired 


dire and incourage you in 
the right way to life eter. 
nal : our ſoules are of great 
value; and the ſalvation oj 
them us not eaſily attained un 
to, all eur care and paines for 
them is little enougꝰ, for 
ſtrait is the way to life, and 
few fiad it. / vou pleaſe to 
read, remember, and pradliſe 
theſe Sermons, I hope, with 
(, ods bleſring, ou fball reap 
much benefit to your foults , 
_ vou and [ live upon 
earth, remember me in your 


prayers, that we may all grow 
fruit 


n fruit ſully in ſaving grace, and 
= | may bave a inf ike in 
eat | heaven at laſt, which God the 
% | Fathergrant us for bis dear 
un- | Sons ſake: Soprageth, 


for | fonimy _ Yours truly 


n 0 | houſe m 

Eccles- 22 

to | fad. in what am 
iſe 

ith able. 


IMMANUEL Ear 


Ten, Joux 6 27 ry BB 

4 +3 J 

| 2 — not for the meat which been, bub 

'* for tht bite which de wits ever 
laftin g x 90 


— | 911 N05 ev! ©. 88 I aut RD 7 
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| he 

| Ire 15 [3 

;" where we ſee the people iti 

e 92 925 1255 Rank: tor Jeſus, not ove 
0 
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words are contained two parts.. 


r which perifherh. 
2. An Exhortq; ion; Bat (* 


after, namely, che everſaſting food of their 
ſouls; Labour mot for the meat, &c. in which 


1. A Debottation; Labour not for the 


bour is un- 


uerſtood) for — tat which endureth unte 


ear! A * 
NY, COm.£0 the big wen 


an objection. 
Ad — Genel. 3. 19. 


h Comma 


vha\ Id 


„or bavi ak 
promiſe and 95 lens Fo 
commands. us x 
with the pap eg! Meng, in oh | 
bis command,and. in atfiacce of his'p 


but in my Text when he faith, labour mot; ; 


od there com- 


e wy bs 
Fe i ; (270 


IN wet 


* — 2D I ESTES. OY TO 


endureth unto life eternal. You'muſt take 


dur nature upon him. 


| (3) 
he meanes Wick che care of difhdence, br 
n 2 
2. Here our dleſfed Saviour ſpotketh 
compuratively,-as if he had ſaid , I eur wor 
f the periſheth, in compariſon of 
the paines you muſt take for that meat which 


pains for this outward periſhing food; but 
take your — For Chriſt 
and his heavenly graces, labour for this with 
all ey I to your 
ing day: 
—— chat ment is which endurerh ever- 
laſtingly, youmay ſee Chriſt erlatit 2 to 
— in —.— next — Which tk 
32 tn, for Abe Gelrhe Pate, 
ſeale This enduring food is Chriſt neo > 
with ull bis paces und edifores:”- 
Chriſt here calls * hinſotf\rks50n of man 


for theſe reaſons, | 
f 1 Me eis bimielf che Bog df men in the 1 
ſingular number, bee auſe be ene from min 


onely inregard-. of bis hutaane natürt, but 
we-are called rhe ſom ot men becauſe Fe 

proceed from: 
1. hat ſo Chtiſt migh t ey es the prext 
benefit whith we bave — ieuing raking 


t be 
mighe be 


3. That his —_—y lobte 


( 5 4 
diſtinguiſhed from his divine nature 
4. That we might acknowledge bim te be 3 
true man as wellas GG. 

5. The true reaſon is gathered fromthe 
Hebrew phraſe, it is an Hebraiſmeꝭ it is Za 
Adam, the Son of man, this phraſe impomm 
Contempt ſomerimes, 70 25.6. yet Chriſt ſo 
called himſelf. 15 

So in the verſes 25: 48: 51. Chriſt Men, 
that he is this dura bie food: e 

I might obſer de from che former par eh 


Doc. ee e Lew for the 
22 0 namely, with: the cart 
1 che pojng chat I dete ea init oho 
is Lo, " 
bee. That we cru, 
170 


 Thispoim.coafiterh of Be £4 
1. That Chriſt pereclaſtiog food; -- which! 
zppeareth four mae =" 
. By the merit and eff cacy of his perſon 
9 5 merit and abſolute worthineſs he hatly 
— jen: comfort and happineſs 
us; 55. Ay fleſois at indes; 
— — is, by che 
merit * efficacy of it. Beſides the "oy 


7 : 


ny 
his perſon. ſpiritual efficacy. 
— ey EY to nouriſh 221. 


ſeivers unto eternal life. 
2. By his ſacred Word is Chr excl 


food 7. And 1 wit 
2 — — . 5 


s ftmres according to K. 
[que knowledge and wnder, 
— 9 the — of Acne 
food of the ſoul. The ſame. is implied in 
„er. 11. where he threatens them with 
©} "a famine of hearing the words of the Lord. 
723. 12. 1 baverficemed the words. of bis 
mouth more than my neceſſary. food, and his 
Word is heavenly nouriſhment to true be- 
levers. 
3. By the Sacrament of his laſt Supper 
N 1 Corinth. 11. 24, &c. Chriſt by chat 0 
„ e feeds the hearis of the faich . 
8 ul] 
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4. By the ſaving graces and 3 of 


} 

his holy Spirit, Lale 1. 53. He bath filled be 
[] hungry with good things that is, with heavenly 
* 
ö 

| 


— Goes ſpiritual e 3. 6. 
Þleſſed are they that hunger thirſt after 
righteouſneſs for they ſhale filed,char is, with 
heavenly graces and conſolations, _ . 

- Reaſon. 1. Becanſe | ſuch as feed upon 
| Chriſt hull never hunger and thirſt again; 


_ 31. And la, Ji unte thew , 77 
* 


(6) | 
the briad of Life he that comeib tome forall neves 
hunger, and herhat belei veth os wit hall nevty 
thirſt, There is a double thirſt ; A rhirit! 


proceeding from! a total want and loſs of 
. Clirift; now this kind gf chirſt they ſhalt 
never have that are truly n Chriſt; for oh 


4. 14 Bur whoſoever" drinketh: of "the water 
that g give him ſpall never thirſt, but the 
e him ſhall be in him 4 
well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting | fe.” 
where Chriſt yea eib that 4 
ea not be totally and finally loſt, for he i 
ver ſupply his people with his Spitit: 
Nextiy, there is # thirſt proceeding from a | 
ſpiritual delight in Chriſt , and ths all true 
_ have, t Peter 2.2, 3. As new birn 
es d fre the ſincere milk, of the Word, that 
yeni grow therthy; ſo be ye hade taſted that 
the Lord is grac iut. Where the latter is the 
round of the former, it they had caſted 
ow gra cious, | ſweer and pleaſantthe Lord 
Ieſus is, they would exceedingly deſire the 
pure milk of his word, and mote intimate 
communion with him; for there is ſuch a 
deaFof Tonl-ſatisfying delight in Chriſt, that 
the more uſenRified ſoul taſteth and enjoy- 
echte more "earneſtly it deſiteth and long. 
cth*Feerhith q und is never” at reſt untill'ic 
enjoy him in deaven; the words in the ort- 
. N | gina} 
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defire we muſt have af r1 
not a weak defire for a ſhort fit, Ss an ea 


nr ine Ren it, ac David 
did, Pſal 42 1:2. es the Hart pantet 


? 
E 1 2 is like milk 1 ſweerneſs 


_— ent ; then its ſincere, 

the poyſonogs. of errour. its 2 de- 
deit, it will not deceiye gnychat cel ry it, 
this. double thirſt is by the {earned 7 has ex- 
preſt; Ati: tot ali indigentiæ, (Oh Ari / piritua- 
his complacentie. , ſuch chen as eat and dtink 
Chriſt ſhall have the fountain of conſolation 
in them. 

Reef. +2. Becauſe ſuch a5 ſpirirually. feed 
on Chriſt, have eternal life in them, Jobs 6. 
51. J an tbe living bread which came down 
from heaven, if 4 man cat of this bread be H 
live for euer: and ia verſe 54. Whboſo eateti 
wy. fleſh , and drinketh my blind, bath eternal 
life, and will raiſe bim wp at the laſt day ; ſuch 
have one foot in heaven already, they ſhall 
Never enter into condemaation „ Ya, 
i * bave 


1 he” — 7 4 raſa 1 


felf,is very fudious andinduſtrions be 
© Waycompaſs it ; the liks pains, care i { 


ſtudy whſt we take for Chriſt.” 


Rea/. 1. Becauſe Chriſt this durablem 
will give us us full ſatisfaQion , this Din 
ſhews , Pſal. 36. 8. They ſhall be ab 
ſatisfied with the et s of of thy bf ſe , and the bi 
alt Ek them drink of the river of thy pen 
fur Pſal! 63 5: My ſoul frail be 225 4 
n with marrow and fatneſs. See likewiſe what! 
ſatisfaction the Church teok in Chriſt, 
Cant. 2. 3, 4, 5. 1 ſat down wider his ſpadew: 
a e deli thr,ord os fruit v was ſweet to 7 


ta 


| food _ he 800 alſo 1 
— — — unte 2 ing 

ire plenty of wine to comfort, 

a refreſh a drooping ſoul, 

+ <9 — might wi ritual 

"Joy feed their ſoules with theſe 
'Mmries ; the Rely Ghoft aſſures 

rift diſplaies the banner of love 


4 There were four ſpecial uſes of the ban- 


I ner. ; 
at} 1, By the ſigbt of the banner diſplaied, 

Md. every ſou'dier might know how to repair to 
b proper colours, Nombers 2. ſo Chriſt in 

his Goſpel ſets out kis love to us, he diſplayes 
cke banner of love, that we may know 
1e bow to be gathered to bim as to our Gene- 

al; it reacherh us how to follow Chriſt; 
f, the Goſpel is the diſplaying of the lore of 

4 Chriſt ;-1/a. 11. 12. And be ſhall ſet up as 
w) enſegs for the Nations, and ſpall aſſemble the 


ent- 


25 oft her end © | 
to the ad 


. FAG q Fl 5: #: 7.406 
ver Sade l iter 
35 The next uſe of the | 
courage and confidence to the! 
hen they fee their coulours; (9.6 
his love in the Goſpel add invincibſe y 
and undaunted courage to his N 
fouldiers, Rom. 1. 16. For Fam not aſbamged 
of the Geſpel of . Chriſt, for it it the power of God 
into ſalvatian ty every one that heleiveth. Ags 
20.23. 26, Te Holy Gheſt mitn: ſſetb in ſ eri 
City, ſaring. that hands and affiictions abi ie ne, 
but wane 0 theſe things mo d, me, neither count 
} In life dear ante my ſelf ſe that 1 way fem 
| | my caurſe with 757. and the miniſtery which I 
have received of the Lord leſus, ia teſtiße the 
Goſpel of the grace of Gad. . N 
be laſt aſc of the bapner was, 9 5 
| | ct 
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(11) Th 
ſet upon the tower or wal ef the City 
or Hold which was taken by conqueſt}, that 
| all paſſers by might know, chat ſuch andfucty 
a peoplewere nowpoſſeſs'd of that place; 
Pſal. 20. 5. And in the name of our God 
wilt we ſet op dur banners Pſal. 60 4. Thon 
haſt given a banner to them that fear thee; that 
it may be diſplaied becauſe of the truth: Selah. 
That is, thoMhaſt manifeſted thy love to thy 
people, that thou mayeſt glorifie thy truth, 
in making that good which thou haſt pro- 
miſed. | | | JIN 89 
Nextly, in this place, C 2. 5. the 
Church cries, Stay me with flagoni, comfort me 
with apple: , for I am fick of lobe having 
taſted of Chriſt, ſhe was ſick of lpveto him. 
nothing could ſatisſie her but more inward 
feilowſhip with him ;. ſhe compares his love 
to flagons of wine; ſo Cant. 1.1. Thy love is 
better than wine: this would revive her faint- 
ing ſpirit-, and would pleaſe her better than 
any delicate ſpiced wine, She compares his 
love in bis Ordinances to apples for the com- 

fortable taſt, ſmell and xeliſh that apples 
have: ſome ſay he alludes to the tree of life, 
whith they ſay was an apple- tree, however. 
as apples are comfortable to the ſtomack. ſo 
is Chriſt in his Ordinances to a ſanctifie d 
foul moſt comfortable and ſweet, inſomuch 
2 1 that 


8 (129 
that ſuch, a enjoy him may ſay with more 
comfort, chan Eſas ſaid to Iaceb, I have 


. » Rea/.- 2 Becauſe this enduring meat is of 
infinite worth and excellency, its worth all 
our labour, pains and care, we may repen 
our pains and care for woridly food, but we 
ſhall never need to be ſorry for our pains for 
Chriſt: We may ſay of him asRhe Iſcaelites 
did of David, he is worth ten thouſand of us; 
and as the Church, Cast. 5. 10. He is the 
chieſeſt of ten thouſand: Prov. S. 11. Wiſdom 
is better than Rubies, and all the things that 
may be deſired are not to be compared to it: 
in Which place by wiſdom Divines undet- 
Rand On and truly if we could view him 
wich the eye of faith, we ſhould admire his 
traaſcendent ſuſtre and excellency: as Pitts 
ſaid, if one could (ce the form of vertue , it 
would wonderfully excite men to the love 
and ſtudy thereof. 4 

N.. 3. Becauſe this everlaſting food is 
not eaſily obtained, gold and ſilver will not 
purchaſ e it: Simon Maga, could not buy 
the gifts of God with money: 1/as. 55. l. 
Hoe wer one that thi / ſteth, come ye to the watery, 
and he. that hath no h . come je, buy and cat, 
yea, come buy w;ne and milk, without money and 
vit haut price, in which words the Holy e 

alludes 


/ 


| (43) | 
alludes to haveri towns by the ſea ſide where 
ſhips come in richly: fraught aad laden with 
excellent commoditres, where you may buy 
the beſt at the firſt band and muſt cheap 
the Prophet faith, buy, come and buy; 
in regard that we muſt take pains for Chriſt, 
pet be ſaith, buy without money and without 
price, becauſe nothing in this world, no eur. 
ward excellency is of equal worth and value 
to be given in exchange for Chriſt. 
© oRegf, 4. Becauſe we have exceeding prear 
need of this enduring food; eb 6.5 3. R 
orpt qe eat the fleſh of the Sonof-man; ani drink 
bis bland, ye habs no life in yon: If we feed 
not upon Chriſt; we are dead in ſin, and ate 
like to be undone for ever y: for. withem 
Chriſt we can have no true hope of life and 
peuce;onr journey is long,as farasfrom earth 
to beaven, we have many dangerous enemies 
in the way, whom we can never i 
without the ſpiritual efficacy of this divine 
food. 2 unt 701598 
Dſe. It ſerveth to inform us of one chief 
cauſe why true Chriſtians do perſevere aud 
hold out in the way of grace to the end, the 
main reaſon is, becauſe they are fed with this 
celeſtial . meat which will | renew ther 
ſtrengthas the Prophet ſpeaks; ai, 49. laſt, 
Elias walked forty dayes in the ſtrength — 
che 


(14) 

the meat the Angel gave bim, but Chrits 
true members feeding daily upon him, do 
continue in his way to their lives end; che 
ſame power that raiſed Chriſt from the dead 
the third day, the ſame power raiſeth all true 
Chriſtians from death to life, Epbeſ. 1.19120. 
and though we had the beſt food in the 
world, yet ſickneſs, old age and death may 
take away our Romack that ve cannot eax of 
it: but by eating of this divine food we ſhal 
increaſe when nature decreaſeth , F/ 9: 
121 17: 14. The vighteons ſball flowriſh like 
the palm tree, bt ſpall grow like v ( raur le- 
banon ; rleſe nbat be planted inthe bouſe of the 
Luer, foalt flenriſb is the ¶ vurti of our Cod thiy 
foall bring fur th fruit in dla age, rbey ſhall bi fat 
4nd flouriſting. 1 Corinth. 15. 45: The ff 
wer Adam wade a living ſoal, the aft 
Adam was made « quickering ſpirit; in whieh 
the Apoſtte intimares, that Chriſtxommuni- 
cates life:to0 tyis;,- and confitmes them in it 
againſt final apoſtacy, and ſupplies them with 
2 continuaſ re iom of this ſpiritual life 
untotternal life, which Ada would not de 
For his poſttrity. Chriſt is fo able, faithful 
ant careful over his membeis, that none can 
pluck them out of his hands: ob 1 0. 29. 
he nouriſmeth them ſo effectually wich him- 
ſelf, and his Ordinances, and — 
| 0 


5 
i {6 that i ht 'aiþ offidie for tru bee Mute 
0 ; Chriſt ro wit 
8855 Te Wafer them — the fame love 
wherewith he loved Chriſt, ohn 17. #5. * 
hath ordained” Chtift to be the privicipel 
mennet for their reiteiaption, tohverfion, 
juſtification, adoption ad ication, 
J. 2: fo the to. Galt. 3. 2 Colo. 1. 
0 Te Pſat. $7 hy the fag 
Book it ii Mittig of me K 
meant Gods eternal dectesa ee | 15 
4 ebend of 


5 = original; it js pro 

of thy book, where the 
4 {ts thus Huck to vs, that 5 efeſt ing 
which God intended before the World was; 
was, thaeCheiit nxt poem: Seriom of bie 
ele for his glory. | 

fe. Secondly, it ſeryes to oiforin 15 of 
de cscellency and dignity Eftrüé Thrifidaz 
wi 95855 eat of {ine laſting meat, Ri 
2.1 e fuch as 6vercome, 
18 th error bidden Manna, which 
is himſelf; Ehiaden ita others: true 

iſtians have fach meat to eit a: othefs 
know not of: /. 78.24.25. God 5 thery 
ſaid to bave fei the Iſraelites with 
food, that was, Minna, a type of Chriſt, but 
ſo called way of eminency, to denore with 
Whit ezceſlent food he fed them; but whats 


the 
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the ſhadow te the ſubſtance, the tipe to 
eruth > No food inthe 20 5 yi 
this bread of life ; an humble heart foedi * 
daily upon Chriſt, hath joy unſpeakable and 
glorious , when the voluptuous Epicures of 
this life have no ſolid comfort, for they have 
no more than the creature can afford them; 
though the righteous endure outward po- 
verty, and ſeem miſerable by reaſon of man 
adverſities, yet they are better in their wo 
eſtate than ungodly men ate in their beſt e- 
ſtate, in regard they feed upon this divine 
Manna, they, like Daniel, look better with 
pulſe than ethers who fred onely upon earth- 
e d neee 
De. The next uſe is for reproof, tal 
ſpin the reſt of the Uſes out of thoſe four 
heads in the firſt branch, which will run, like 
a thred, through the web of the whiele 


point, 574] 5.49) ths 90 15 f 
1. I told you in the firſt place,that Chriſt 
is everlaſting; meat by the merit and efficacy 
of bis perſon: This ſerves to reprove ſuch 
as labour not for Chriſts merits for their jw- 
ftification in Gods ſight, and theſe are the 
papiſts, who ſeck for, and teach juftification 
by works, fo by, chis meanes they derogate 
from Chriſts merits, and put themſelves into 
a miſcrable condition, for upon this ground 
con- 
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conceive, that a Papiſt living and dying a 
Papiſt cannot be ſaved. St. Paul, Philip. 3. 
9. renounceth all confidence in his own 
merits in point of Juſtification,e Lad be found 
in him not having mine own righteonſneſs, which 
is of the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Chriſt , the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
faith, The Pa bil alledge that place for their 
merit, Colof. 1. 10. That ye might walk, wer- 
thy of the Lord, &c. — 2 may merit 
at Gods hand, ſay they, but know that there 
is a twofold worthineſs, the worthineſs of 
merit, which is not in us towards God, we 
may meritearthly wages and rewards of one 
another for eutward ſervice , but we cannot 
by our worthineſs merit at Gods hand. 

Nextly, there is the worthineſs of copgru- 
ity when we walk agreeable and anſwerable 
to Gods Word and Nature, and that is here 
meant, that ye might be ſuteable ro Gods will 
and natut᷑e, to be perfect as he is, that ye 
might walk as becometh his people: A ſpice 
of this popiſh hereſie is in our common peo «= 
ple, for they ſay they muſt addle heaven by 
their good deeds, ſuch ſtrangers they are to 
the merits of Chriſt. 0 | 

2. I told you in the ſecond place, that 
Chriſt is everlaſting meat by his ſacred 
Word; this Uſe ſtill OO te reptove gll ſuch 

a6 


(18) 

as labour not for Chriſt in his Word; many 
are content to live at home under a dumb 
dog, in darkneſs where no viſion is, they can 
travel many miles to markets and faires for 
to get worldly wealth, but will not travel a 
mile or two for their ſoules advantage, theſe 
will bewail their lazineſs and folly when it is 
too late; many care not how ſeldome they 
bear the word, if they might have bodily 
food no oftener than they deſite the word, 
they could neverlive, Oh how flat and dull 
are their deſires and affections when they 
come to hear, either they ſleep out the Ser- 
mon hour, or their heads are full of earthly 
diſtractions, their minds arc wandering after 
their worldly buſineſs, that if one ſhould ask 
them, where was the Text? what points had 
the Preacher ? they are not able to give any 
account of hat they heard; this is a main 
cauſe why they are no more changed, nor re- 
formed in their lives, but are as ungodly as 
Heathens: if their bodily food did their 
bodies no more good than the word of God 
doth to their ſoules, if it ſtrengthened and 
nouriſhed them no more, they could never 
be able to ſtand upon their legs, they would 
look pale and thin, and fall down for want of 
ſtrength, | 

Hear this ye ſtupid children of nd 
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hath ſent you many precious Prophets, who 
like candles fpend themſelyes,their gifts,their 
time, and their ſtrength, to lead you the way 
to heaven, yet how carcicſs and — 
have you been of their pains, little have you 
profited; know this, that if you heed the 
Word no better, the worſt for your ſelves is 
behind, you muſt be countable for every Ser- 
mon yon have heard at the day of jadge- 
ment: in many places Chriſt by his Meſſen- 
gers hath all the day long ſtretched forth his 
hands unto a diſobedient and gainſaying 
people, | 1 22 
3. I told you in the third place, that 
Chriſt is everlaſting meat by the Sacraments 
of his laſt Supper; this Uſe ſtill ſervesto te- 
prove the prophaneſs of many incoming to 
this ſpiritual banquet, they never examine 
themſelves before they eome, they come ig- 
norantly , they know not the nature of this 
myſtery, they diſcern not the Lords body, 
they come without the hand of faith to lay 
hold on Chriſt , they come without repen- 
tance, its hidden from their eyes; hearken to 
this you careleſs ſinners, 1 Corsath. 11. 29, 
30. He that eatcth and drinketh umworthily 
eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf , not 
diſcerning the Lords body: for this cauſe wary 
are weak, and fk. among jou, and mary fear 
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Oh how full are your hearts of impurity, 
covetouſneſs, pride, malice, &c. doubtleſs 
this unworthy receiving provokes God very 
ſore to anger, and kindles his wrath againſt 
you, ſo that you goe from the Lords Table 
worſe than you came to it, as adus did after 
he had received the ſop, this your ungodly 
manner of receiving is worſe for you, thanif 
you had eaten a morſel of Ratsbane, and 
drunk a cupof poyſon. 

4. I told you ia the fourth place, that 
Chriſt is everlaſting meat by the ſaving gre- 
ces of his holy Spirit, this Uſe ſtill ſervesto 
reprove the prophaneneſs of many who are 
bond ſlaves to fin and Sathan, cannot en- 
dare holineſs nor the meanes to obtain it; 
they kiſs at godlineſs. deri de the way of God, 
they bad rather looſe their lives than part 
wich theirlafts. Conſider this you wicked 
wretches.that God will turn the wicked into 
hell, and all that forget God; you deride 
aud hate that now, of which you would be 
gina to enjoy the comfort and benefit in 

nother world. Others arc blame-worthy, 
who reſt in civill honeſty , and think they 
have grace, bur know not what belongs to it, 
they are not ſuch groſs ſinners as others, but 
live more orderly, they run not into exceſs of 
riot, but carry fair to the world, pay = 
coo, 
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debts, releive the poor, none can ſay, black is 
their eye, in this they reſt and pride them- 
ſelves, deſiring to go no further, but with the 
young man in the Goſpel, they think they 
ate perfect enough, and cry, what lack I yet? 
but underſtand this, that bare honeſty will 
not bring you to heaven, without holineſs 
you cannot ſee the Lord to your comfort; 
honeſty reſpects man, and holineſs teſpects 
God, many ſee a neceſſity of honeſty, but 
they ſee no need of godliaeſs. Oh how un- 
godly are many, though they live under ex» 
cellent meanes, ſufficient to bring them to 
admirable perfection? If they ſhould grow 


no faſter in natural ſtature and ſtrengththan 


they do in grace, it would be fearful to be- 
hold; it would be a rueful fight to fee a child 
no bigger at twenty yeares old than he was 
at his birth, how could that child work fer 
his living, maintain himſelf, or defend him- 
ſelf againſt dangers ? ſach is the miſerable 
condition of divers that never truly labour 
after, nor deſire Chriſt and his ſaving graces, 
they are grown nothing better ſince their 
birth into this world but much worſe;though 
they often had a price in their hands to get 
wiſdom, yet they had no heart to it; though 
they had many opportunities of advantaging 


their ſoules , yet they flept out the ſeaſon of 
3 grace, 
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grace, and are farre worſe at forty or fifty 
yeares old then when they were Infants, 
Conſider this you fooliſh Virgins , that ſleep 
many yeares in carnal ſecurity, either awake 
in time, or elſe when the Bridegroom comes 
the gate of mercy will be ſhut againſt you, 
then you may ſtand long enough knocking 
but ſhall never enter. | 

' Uſe. The nextuſe is for comfort to all 
ſuch as labour crulyfor this durable meat, 
I told you in the firſt place, that Chriſt is 
everlaſting mear by the merit and efficacy of 
his perſon: this Uſe affords ſingular com- 
fort to all ſuch as rely upon th: pretious me. 
rits of Chriſt for their juſtification and com- 
fort, his bloud can waſh thee from all fin, 
Job 1. 17. thy fins ate many in number, yet 
they are as eaſily removed by his bloud, 282 
ſpark of fire is extinguiſhed being caſt into 
the midſt of the Sea. It may be thy ſins are 
bloudy fins, of a crimſon colour, and of a 
ſcarlet die, yet Chriſt can make thee by bis 
merits pure and white as any ſnow and wool, 
Tſaiah 1. 18. there is more merit in Chriſt, 
than fin inthee, for his merit is the merit of 
him, who is God man, but thy ſins are the 
fins of man onely : Remember, for thy com- 
fort, thou contrite in ſpirit, that Chriſt par- 
doned as great, and it may be greater wy 
8 2 an 
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than thy ſelf : he purchaſed pardon for Pau 
a bloudy per ſecutor, for Magdaley a ſttum- 
pet, it may be thou haft never committed 
fach great ſins as theſe : now theſe are vritten 
for thy learning, chat thou through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures , miphteſt 
have hope and confidence in thy Redeem- 
er. 

[told you inthe ſecond place, that Chriſt 
iseverlaſting meat by his ſacred word: ti is 
Uſe ſtill ſerves for comfort to all ſuch as 
love Chriſt dearly, and labour for him, they 
are in 2 bleſſed condition for their ſoules, 
however it goes with their outward man: 
this holy word of God will be unto all ſuch 
a ſpecial guide, a ſhining light to their feet, 
it will be unto thee that loveſt it dearly a 
bleſſed ſtay in adverſity; Davidſaid, If my 
delight had not bein in thy Law, I bad periſhed 
long ſince in mine afflictio; this word does good 
to you that walk uprightly , it will reſolve 
your doubts, raiſe you being dejeRed, guide 
you when you wander , cemfort you when 
you are perplexed , and at laſt will lead you 
ſtraight to heaven; the Prophet ſaid, Pſalm 
73. 24. Thou Salt guide me with thy counſel, 
and afterward receive me to glory. All the 
commands and directions in the word will 


teach thee thy duty to God and man, and 
C 4 | lead 
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leadthee in the right way: the threateningz 
of the word will keep thee in zwe of God, 
and reftrain thee from preſumptuous ſins: 
the exceeding great and precious promiſes in 
the word are, Yea and Amen to thee through 
Chriſt 2 Corinth, 1. 20. they will give thy 
faich ſure hand-hold in all ſtraits, whereb 
thou mayeſt overtop all difficulties; they wil 
delight thee more than honey and the honey- 

combe. | 
3-I told you inthe third place, that Chrik 
is everlaſting food by the Sacrament of his 
laft Supper: this Uſe till ſerves to comfort 
all gracious ſoules, who hunger and thirk af- 
ter him inthat Ordinance, it is a feal of 
righteouſneſs and of Gods love to them, 
Hear this you true beleivers that diſcernthe 
Lords body, you receiving the Sacrament do 
renew your fellowſhjp with your Saviour, he 
will ſtrengthen your faith and hope in him, 
and will nouriſh your ſoules unto everlaſting 
life, the re you may by the eye of faith diſcern 
his bloud poured out and ſhed for the re- 
miſſion of your ſins, you may come to this 
ſpiritual banquet with much delight and joy, 
for your bleſſed Redeemer proffers himſelt 
to you. This ſacred Ordinance is an emblem 
to thee of thy future eſtate with Chriſt in 
heaven, while it is fo ſweet to raft how gra- 
tions 
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tiom he is bere in his Ordinances ; how un- 
| ly ſweet will ic be to thee to enjoy 
Chriſt immediately in heaven without theſe 
Ordinances and ſignes? your journey to 
heaven is long and full of difficulties, yer this 


| bread of life will neuriſh and enable you to 


hold out to the end. 
4- I told you in the fourth place, tha 

Chriſt is everlaſting meat by the ſaving gra- 
ces and comfort of his holy ſpirit : this Uſe 
ſtill ſerves to comfort all ſuch as eatneſtly la- 
bour for, and hunger after the ſaving graces 
of Chriſt his Spirit: Bleſſed are you that 
hunger and thirſt after theſe, you ſha!l be 
abundantly ſatisfied. Chrift will ſatisfie you 
with the fatneſs of his houſe , and make you 
drink of the river of his pleaſure ; he hath 
done much for thee to beget in thee ſuch 
fervenc deſires after grace, for its a fign thou 
art born again, andir will much conduce to 
ſpiritual growth, as a little babe the firſt year 
— — birth, by reaſon of his daily ſucking 
and ſleeping grows exceedingly, ſo the more 
then deſireſt the graces of the Spirit , the 
more fruitfally thou groweſt in grace, for 
Chrif will fill the hungry with good things, 
that is, with ſaving graces and ſatisfactory 


| | comforts. 
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Object. But thou wilt ſay, Alaſ1 I feel lin: 
er no growth in my ſelf, we thinks I am as dead. 
bearted I was , my knowledge and other gift 
are very poor and weaks 

eAxſw. I anſwer, look upon thy ſelf and 
compare thy ſelf, gow even this day, with 
what thou waſt a Week or a moneth ſince, 
and it may be thou ſhalt find very ſmall 
growth in goodneſs, and (mall ſtrength i- 
gainſt corruptions; but compare thy ſelf 
now with what thou waſt two or three years, 
or four or five years ſince, and thoumaiſt 
find, through Gods bleſſing, a ſweet fraitful 
growth , formerly thou was extreamly ig- 
norant, hadſt no giftof prayer, didſt not de- 
light much in Gods ſervice? waſt not very 
hungry and greedy after grace? could not 
mourn much for thy failings ? bus now God 
hath been gracious to thee, he hath given 
thee ſome inſight into his wayes, he hath 
poured the Spirit of grace and ſupplication 
on thee, he hath given thee delight in his 
orſhip , he hath indued chee with an appe- 
tite and thirſt after grace and holineſs,and he 
hath melted thy heart with godly ſorrow for 
thine imperfections; now theſe are good 
beginnings of eternal life inthee,and though 
thy beginning be ſmall, yet thy latter end 


mall greatly increaſeʒhe that hath begun — 
| good 
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d work in thee, will perform it until the 
day of Jeſus Chriſt; thou art a living ſtone, 
built upon the cheif corner ſtone, all the 

ers of darkneſs can never pull thee out of 
the ſpiritual building; thou art Chriſt his 
ſponſe , Satan can never alienate his heart 
from thee, nor divorce thee from him, thou 
art a branch of Chrift the true Vine and 
root, thine enemies can never cut thee off; 
thou art a member of his miſtical bedy, 
nothing ſhall ſeparate thee from his 
love. 

Vſe. Thelaſt uſe ſerves for direction and 
exhortation joyntly; I told you in the firſt 
place, that Chriſt is everlaſting meat by the 
merit and efficacy of his perſon : this Uſe 
ſerveth to direct us how to labour for the 
comfort and benefit of his merits. 

1. Firſt we muſt renounce all confidence 
in our own merits and righteouſneſs , alaſs 
we areall as anunclean thing, and all our 
righteouſaeſſes are as filthy rags, our good- 
nels is as a morning cloud, and as the early 
dew it paſſerh away: Phillip. 3.9, we ſee the 
Apoſtle durſt not confide in his own righte- 
ouſneſs for to be juſtified by ir. 

2. Reſt upon the merits of Chriſt onely 
for juſtification, as St. Paul did, Phillip. 3. 9. 
But that which is through the faith of Chriſt, 


the 
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the righteouſneſs which is of Godby faith; h 
merits are of infinite value to juſtifietheein 
the fight of God, and te procure acceptation 
in his ſight; he is the Fathers beloved Son, 
in whom he is well pleaſed ; truſt wholly and 
onely on his merits, which are of infinite 
value, ſufficient to juſtifie thee before 
God. | 
2 TI told you inthe ſecond place, that 
Chriſt is everlaſting mear to the ſoul by his 
facred Word; this Uſe till ferves to di- 
ret us how to labour for him in his 
Word. 

1. Hear the word of God with reverence, 
for God will look to him chat is of a contrite 
he art, and trembles at his Word, 1/a. 66. 2. 
then we ſhall ſerve him acceptably, Heby. 12, 
laſt, he is a mighty, great and terrible God, 
therefore ſerve him with fear, and re joyce in 
bim with trembling. 

2. Hear the Word as oft as you can, the 
oftener the better, Timothy was injoyned to 
preach in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, then by 
good conſequence we mult hear in ſeaſon, & 
out of ſeaſon; we had need to hear more 
thanwe do, for we know but in part, we be- 
teive but in part, we love but in part, frequent 
and conſcientious hearing is a good means 


to raiſe us up to higher perfections in grace 
| and 
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and knowledge; many ſay, we have preach- 
ing enough, unle ſs we could follow it better, 
but I ay, becauſe we follow it ſo little, and 
our practiſe of piety is ſo imperfect, there- 
fore we had need hear the Word oftener 


' than we do, we had need have it daily found- 


ing in our cares, ſaying to us, this is the way, 
walk in it. a 
3. Hear the Word with faith, or elſe it 
doch you no goed, Hebr. 4. 2. the Word 
not the Iſraelites becauſe they heard 
it not with faith ; why are many living unde 
precious meanes of grace, ſo wicked in their 
practiſe, ſo beatheniſh and unreformed in 
their life? but becauſe they beleive not the 
Word: did ſuch as live in unclean and beaſt- 
by luſts beleive the Word, ſaying, whoremon- 
gers and adulterers God will judge, they 
durſt not continue in them: did the pro- 
phane ſwearer beleive the Word, ſaying, that 
che flying roul with the curſe ſhall enter into 
the houſe of the ſwearer, and conſumeit, he 
durſt not ſo ordinarily take the Lords name 
in vais: did ungodly perſons beleive the 
Word, ſayiag, that the wicked ſhall be turned 
into hell, and all that forget God, they durit 
not be ſs wicked and leud as they be: we 
looſe much benefit by the Word for want of 
faich, therefore hear with faith. 


4. Pray 
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4. Pray to God to bleſs the Word to 
thee, and to mae it proſperous to thy ſoul 
48.17. L am the Lord thy God which teachnh 
thee to profit , which leadeth thee the way that 


thou ſhonlaeft go. Paul may plant, and Appol. 


los may water, but Ged that mnſt give the in. 
creaſe: Deſire bim often therefore to dire& 
his Meſſenger to ſpeak to thy neceſſity , and 
to water the Word, ſpoken to thee, with the 
dew of his Spirit, that thou mayeſt grow 
fruitfully under it ; for the holy Spirit is the 
life of the Word, 

3. I told you inthe third place, that 
Chriſt is everlaſting meat by the Sacrament 
of his laſt Supper: this Uſe ſtill ſerves to di- 
rect us how to labour for Chriſt in that ſacred 
Ordinance. 

1. Examine thy ſelf about thy knowledge, 
whether thou haſt any knowledee of ſpiri- 
tual things or not; a blind man cannot judge 
of colours, an ignorant maa cannot diſcern 
the Lord Jeſus in this Ordinance, he fees not 
the divine benefits of this Sacrament, for its 
a great myſtery to him, and is ſpiritually 
diſcerned : you ignorant creatures, who 
have lived in blindneſs ever fince your birth, 
come out of your ignorance, content not 


your ſelves with your ignorant and blind de- 


votion, but come out of that dungeon of 
- darkneſs, 
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darkneſs, ſuffer not the devil to lead you 
to hell hoodwinket, leaſt you be there before 
you be aware: ignorance is the road way to 
eternal miſery , Chrift will come in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know 


| not God , learn therefore in theſe dayes of 


knowledge to know God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, to know the Covenant of 
grace, and the miſerable eftate of all by 
nature, and the meanes how to come out of 
it. 

2. . Examine thy ſelf about faith, be ſure 
to, come with a lively faith in Chrift his 
bloud , Rem. 3. 25. to waſh thee from fin, 
faith isthe hand of the ſoul to receive Chriſt, 

ohn I. 12. But a5 many 4s received him, to 
them he gave power to become the Sous of Cod, 
even to them that beleive on his Name: where 
note, that Chriſt intimates, that receiving of 
him is by beleiving on him: ſo likewiſe faith 
is the mouth of the ſoul to eat Chriſt, and to 
feed upon him, fob» 6. 47, 48. &c. He that 
beleiveth on me bath everlaſting life, I am that 
bread of life: by the coherence of thoſe 


words with what follows, it appears, that we 


muſt feed upon Chrift ſpiritually by faith ; 
therefore come with faith , or elſe you come 
without your hand and month. 


5. Examine 


| 4. 

3. Enamine thy ſelf about repentance ; 
bufie not thy ſelf about the preſent eontro- 
verſie , whether faith or repentance go be- 
fore, as many talkative Phariſees now adayes 
do, inſomuch that they diſpute faith and re- 
pentuace quite away, but exerciſe thy ſelf ſe- 
riouſly in the practiſe of true repentance, 
when thou comeſt to the Lords Table,where 
thou mayſt ſee thy dear Saviour erucified, 
and his bloud ſhed for thy many and great 
fins: Oh let thy heart bleed for thine abo- 
minations ! theſe,theſe,] ſay, were the nailes 
that peirct him: che Paſsover was to be eaten 
with ſour hearbs , ſignifying that we muſt 
come to the Lords Supper with broken 
hearts. | DEI, 

4. Come with a ſpiritual appetite to this 
heavenly feaſt, ones meat doth them moſt 
ood when they have a good ſtomack , you 

ill receive more comfort and ſatisfaction 
when you hanger and thirſt after Chriſt, if 
you defirehim earneſtly , as ne born babes 
defire the breaſt; ſer thy ſoul a longing after 
him, turn the ſtream of thy deſires towards 


kim alone, then maiſt thou ſeek for comfort 
in wealth, wit, honours and worldly favour, 
but they will anfwer, its not iu me: Oh let 


thy heart return to Chriſt as Neabs Dove did 
to the Ark, and then ſhalt thou find reſt and 
| * | peace, 
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peace, yea, the Lord will deal-bountifull 
with thee. 

4. I told you in the fourth place, tha 
Chriſt is everlaſting meat by the ſaving gra 
ces of his holy Spirit: this Uſe ſtill ſerves to 
direct us how to labour after ſpiritual graces 
and comforts. 

1, Firſt we muſt conſcionably and con- 
ſtantly frequent the meanes of grace, God 
will be found in his own way; we look for a 
friend in his houſe, we look for fiſhes in the 
water,for birds in the wood, let us ſeek after 
Chriſt and his graces in his Word and Sacra- 
ments; excellent is that promiſe, 1/a#.64. 5. 
Thou meeteft him that rejoyceth, and worketh 
righteouſneſs , thoſe that remember thee in thy 
wajes: Chriſts Ordinances are his wayes, 
ſuch as rejoyce in theſe his wayes he will 
meet them, and touch their hearts with his 
holy Spirit : watch daily at wiſdoms gates, 
and wait at the poſts of his dores, then thou 
ſhalt find him whom thy ſoul loveth. 

2. Be very humble, be nothing in thine 
own eyes, fot God reſiſteth the proud, but 

giveth grace to the humble, 

3. Pray earneſtly to God for his ſpiritua | 
graces, as the Apoſtles prayed, Lord increaſe 
eur faith, and Davidprayed, (reatein me 4 
clean heart , O od, -=_ renew a right ſpir it 


within 
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within me. Luk. 11. 13. If ye then being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more ſhall your beavenly Father give 
the holy Spirit to them that ack, him? When 
our dear Saviour was upon earth, he was 
bountiful to ſuch as earneſtly deſired his 
Spirit, but afterward he aſcended on high to 
give gifts to men, he is now in his glorifice. 
tion, and is no niggard of his divine graces 
and comforts, but will be very bountiful to 
neal thou beggeft them ear neſtly at- his 
ands. | 
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SE R MON II. 


Text, GENESIS. 5. 24, 
And Enoch walked with God, 


| Heſe words are a brief, but yet a 
ſweet relation of that dear ſer- 
1 vant of God. Exoch, the ſeventh 
Reads from Adam, as may be ſeen by 

the genealogy of the Patriarchs 

from Adam unto Noah, bere in this chapter, 
the memery of the j eſt is bleſſed, ſaith Solomon, 
ſo is it here, in the eleventh chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrewes, Enoch is there re- 
corded to his everlaſting honour , that he 
had this teſtimony, that he had pleaſed God. 
ade alſo in his Epiftle recordeth his pro- 
D 2 phecy 
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phecy concerning the day of judgement to 
come, for che comfort of the righteous, and 
for the terror of the wicked: here in my Text 
obſerve theſe parts. | 

1: Theperſon mentioned, viz. Enoch. 
2. His cemmendation in the latter words, be 
walk:d with Gad. His practiſe and life is here 
propounded, as a preſident, for us to imitate, 

For thoſe examples in Scripture,which the 
Spirit of Chriſt commends, are obligatory, 
his commendings are virtual commandings, 
and we ought to follow whatſoever is praiſe- 
worthy, eſpecially in Gods account. 

Thoſe examples in Scripture are obligato- 
ry likewiſe, whoſe ground, reaſon, ſcope or 
end are obligatory , and of a moral nature, 
and as much concern one Chriſtian as ano- 
ther; ſo here Enoch his walking with God is 
ofa moral nature, and neceſſarily concerns us 
all;he is here propounded as a pattern for ns, 
that we ſhould do the like; there is in Sctip- 
ture ſometimes the example of caution, 2 Cor. 
10. 5, 6, 11. ſuch as were puniſhed for ſin; 
and thus we muſt learnto improve the bad 
examples of ſuch, and make the beft uſe of 
their fals and miſeries for our gvod : There 
is alſo the example of imitation , ſuch as are 
recorded in holy Writ, for us to follow, ſo 
here Enoch is ſet down for an example of 
wa lking with God. Doll. 
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Doll. Hence obſerve : That all true Cbil. 
dren of God muſt walk with God : verſe 
22. of this chapter its ſaid, Enoch walked 
with God, Geneſ. 17. 1. God ſaid to 
Abram , walk before me and be thou 
perfect, 1/aiah 38. 3. Remember now 
I beſeech thee, O Lord, how I have wal- 
ked before thee in truth, and with a pet- 
fect heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy ſight. 


In handling this point I ſhall obſerve this 
method. 1. I will ſhew how many wayes 
a Chriſtian muſt walk with God, 2. I ſhall 
give reaſons. 3. I ſhell teach you how to 
uſe this Point, For the firſt head. 

A Chriftian walks with God eight 
wayes. 

1. By acquainting himſelf with God, and 
making his peace wich him, Fob 22. 21. Ac- 
quaint now t hy ſelf with him, and be at peace: 
thereby good ſhall come unto thee. Amos 3. 3. 
Can two walk, together except they be agreed ? 
and the more inward wich God any Chriſtian 
is, the cloſer he walks with God. 

2. A Chriſtian walks wich God by do- 
ing all his actions as in Gods fight and pre- 
ſence, Pſal. 16. 8. I have ſet the Lord alwayes 
before me. Acts 2. 25. I fereſam the Lord al- 
D 3 way: 
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wayes before my face: whereas an Atheilt 
thinks God ſees him net, and thinks to com. 
mit his wickedneſs cloſe from the all. ſeeing 
eye of God. 

3. A Chriſtian walks with God by refer. 
ring all. his actions to the glory of God, 
I Corinth. 10. 31. Whether ye eat, or drink; 
er whatſoever ye do , do all to the glory of Cod; 
for Ged made all things for his glory , now 
when you aim at this, you walk with him in 
aiming at the ſame end. 

4. A Chriſtian walks with God by a ſtri& 
invitation of God according to the rules of 
his holy Word, Epheſ. 5. 1. Be ye therefore 
followers of Gad 'as dear children; thus he 
walks ſtep by ſtep with God, and the more 
be reſembles God, the cloſer be walks with 

im. 

5. A Chriſtian walks with God by daily 
obſervation of the paſſages of his providence 
towards him , whether they be paſlages of 
mercy or of juſtice, P/alm77. 11, 12. I will 
remember the work, of the Lord, ſurely Ixil 
remember thy wonders of ol1, 1 will meditate 
alſo of all thy works , and talk of thy doings ; 
When a mercy comes he obſerves it, and 
ſaich, chis the Lord bath ſent me; or if a cor- 
rection be inflicted on him, he ſaith, God 
hath laid his hand on me. — 
by | 6. 


9 
6. A Chriſtian walks with God by having 
his converſation in heaven, Philip. 3. 20. 
Our converſation i w heaven, for God is in 
heaven, and he that would walk with him, 
muſt aſcend thither in affection, and ſet his 
heart on things above. 

7, A Chriſtian walks with God by fre- 
quent and fervent prayer, expecting an an- 
ſwer to his prayers : David prayed ſeven 
times in a day, and Daniel three times: pray- 
er is a ſweet talking with God; though Ged 
be in heaven, and a true Beleiver upon earth, 
yet he can talk with God as if he was in hea- 


yen with him. Yea, prayer is à corner of 


heaven to a gracious walker with God; like - 
wiſe he expects a return of his prayers, P/alm 
85. 8. J will bear what God the Lord wil 
ſpeak, and this is a cheif part of walking with 
God. 

8. A Chriſtian walkes with God by the 
life of faith, Hab. 2. 4. the juſt all live by 
f-ith; for faith is a reſting upon God and 
his gracious promiſes; now the faſter a 
man adheres to God, the cloſer he walks with 
bim. 

Reaſ. The firſt reaſon is, becauſe if we 
walk with God, then he will take us to him- 
ſelf when we die, ſo its ſaid, Enoch was not, 
tor God took him, that is, to heaven; at our 

D 4 death 
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death we ſhall change our place, but not our 
company; walking with God is the way to 
heaven, ſach as are ſtrangers to him, how 
can they hope to be with kim? its better 
being with God in heaven, then here below. 
David accounted , that a day in the Lords 
Courts were better than a thouſand elſe- 
where: Oh then how infinitely far ſweeter 
is it to be in heaven eternally then 
to be here onearth a few dayes ? as ever 
you defireto go to heaven when you ſhall 
depart this world, walk with God whileſt 
you live apon earth. 

2. Becauſe this will be an extraordinary 
comfort and honour to us, both here and 
hereafter, Hebr. 1 1. 5. Zy faith Enoch wa 
tranſlated that he ſhould net ſee death, aud wa 
net found, becauſe God had tranſlated him, for 
before his tranſlation he had this teſtimony, that 
he pleaſed God: Its a great comfort to a friend 
to walk often with his dear companion, 
much more to walk intimately with God. 
Jacob after he had wreſtled with Chriſt com- 
forted himſelf thus, 7 have ſeen God face u. 
face, and my life & preſerved. Like wiſe its 
the greateſt honour in the world to walk 
with God, it made Enoch his memory to be 
bleſſed until this day, and ſo it will be to the 
end of the world. So it was to „ 
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his ſickneſs, he ſaid not, remember, Lord, that 
have been a man honourable , rich and fa- 
mous in the eyes of the world, that I have 
been an earthly King. but that, I have walked 
| thee in truth; as ever you deſire to have 
ſolid joy in your conſciences, and everlaſting 
renown , make it your daily care and ſtady 
how to walk ſtrictly with God. 

3. Becauſe God is Almighty and Al- 
ſufficient, therefore walk with him, Gen. 17 .r. 
if thou ſhalt ſtraggle from him like a wan- 
dering ſneep, he is Almighty, and ſo able to 
correct thee ſeverely, as he did with the Iſ- 
raelites very often, which you may read in 
Pſal. 78. if thou keepeſt cloſe to him, he is 
Almighty, and ſo able enough to reward 
thee, as he did with Enoab, Abraham, 7ob, 
David and others. 

4. Becauſe this will keep one from the 
common errors and corruptions of the times. 
Pſalm 119. 1, 3. Bleſſed are the undefiled in 
the way ; who walk, in the Law of the Lord, 
they alſo do no iniquity, they wall in his wayes ; 
that is. they make not a trade of ſin, they get 
no habit of it. they do it not with their whole 
heart, and full conſent of will. Philip. 3. 19, 
20. Who mindearthly things : for our conver- 
ſation is in heaven; as if he had ſaid, that is 
our preſervative againſt earthly mindedneſs, 

In 


(42). 

In the time of peſtilence if one could five 
high inthe freſh air, he might be free from 
the infection; now to walk with God is to 
live in heaven, high abeve the earth, and 
ſuch as do ſo eſcape the pollutions of the 
world; this will keep the pure in an impure 
generation, like fiſh that is freſh in the ſale 
water of the Sea: for God is a pure and an 
holy God, and the nearer and cloſer any 
walk with him, the more he imparts his di- 
vine nature to them, infuſing his bleſſed Spi- 
rit into their ſoules; no his grace is ſuffi 
cient enough to fence and fortifie them a- 
gainſt the contagious carrnptions of the 
times; as ever you deſire to eſcape the in- 
fection of thoſe fins which others daily run 
into, walk with God all your dayes. 

5. Becauſe God is our beſt friend and 
guide, 7/ In 73. 24, 25, 26, 28. Thou ſhalt 
guide me with thy councel, and after ward re- 
ciive me to glory: whim have 1 in heaves but 
thee > and there is none upon earth that I defire 
beſides thee : my fleſh and my heart faileth, but 
Cod is the ſtrengthof my heart , aud my port ian 
for ever: but it ts goed for me to draw near to 
Cod; We meet with many falſe hearted in 
the world, but we (hall nad God a faithful 
faſt friend for ever. We have followed falſe 


guides to long: hut follow God, and you _ 
| fin 
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find him a ſure guide, he will never leave you 
till he hath brought you to heaven: None 
of us, but we deſire to walk much with a 
dear friend whom we love as our own ſoul; 
What friend have we like to God > Who 
can do that for us which God hath done, and 
doth daily, and will do for ever, if we can 
walk conſtantly with him ? 

6. Becauſe this will make us walk up- 
rightly and juftly towards one another, as 
becometh Chriſtians, Micah6. 8. The Lord 
doth require of thee to do juſtly and to love mer- 
cy, and to wall humbly with thy God: This laſt 
is the ground of the former, for a man can- 
not do juſtly, nor love mercy,in obedience to 
God requiring theſe, nor with reſpect to his 
own ſoules eternal good ( which is there 
meant) until he walk with God; for ſueh 
as walk with him, to them he ſhews his ſecret 
will, and teacheth them, by walking with him, 
to walk uprightly towards men: Now this 
is profitable, comfortable, and commenda- 
bla for us. What is the reaſon that many 
live ſo unjuſtly, care not whom they abuſe by 
fraud, violence and other wicked wayes? its 
becauſe they walk not with God; God ne- 
ver taught them to do thus ; exact walking 
with God would prevent this; ſometimes 
Gods own Childten ſome of them fall — 

ome 
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| ſome acts of injuſtice and cruelty towards 


others; as David gave Aephibeſheth his 
eſtate to Ziba ; cauſed Uriah to be ſet in the 
place of greateſt danger: Lot abuſed his 
ters; but this was not becanſe t 

walked with God , but becauſe they walked 
no cloſer with God. As ever you defire 
your memory ſhould be bleſſed by upright 
— juſt walking towards men, be 
fare while you live to walk with God, then 

memory ſhall be bleſſed, when the name 
of the wicked ſhall rot. 

7. Becauſe this will move God co bleſs 
you with multitude of mercies, which you 
may ſee promiſed te Abraham, Genel. 17, 
1 am the Almighty God, wall before me, and be 
thou perfelſt, and I will make my Covenant be- 


tween me and thee, and I will multiply thee ex- 


' 


ceedingiy; and ſo forward in the reſt of the 


Chapter, he is very bountiful and liberal, and 
if we have hearts to walk with him, he cares 
not u hat mercies he beſtows on us: we give 
ſpecial tokens of love to ſuch as be our dear 
friends, the like will God do to his. 

Uſe. I told you in the firſt place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by acquainting 
himſelf with God , and being at peace with 
him: This Uſe ſerves to reprove ſuch as make 
no peace with God, but run into all _— 

nels, 
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neſs, provoking and offending the Majeſty of 
heaven ; their careis how to curry favour 
with the world , but peace with God they 
undervalue. 

Conſider this you ungodly finners, that if 
oreat good ſhall come unto ſuch as are ar 
peace With God, then great vengeance ſhall 
come to ſuch as be his enemies ; what will 

doe in the day of judgement, when 
God ſhall ſummon you before his dreadful 
Tribunal ? 

2. I told you in the ſecond place, that a 
Chriſtian walkes with God by doing all his 
actions as in Gods ſight and preſence: This 
Uſe ſtill ſerves to reprove all ſuch as walk not 
wich God this way; they are moſt prophane 
Atheiſts, thinking God ſees them not, there- 
fore they ruſh preſamptuouſly into ſin, as the 
horſe ruſheth into the battel, becauſe God is 
not in all their thoughts; Job 24. 15. The 
ge of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight, 
ſaying, vo eye ſhall ſee me, and ſetteth his face 
in ſecret: but know this you ungodly Atheiſts, 
that the all-ſeeing eyes of God are ten thou- 
ſand times brighter than the Sun, they are 
like to flames of fire, and will eſpie out your 
naughtineſs, for he is of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and cannot look on iniquity ; 
though you fooliſh Atheiſts ſay _ your 
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kearts,there is no God, and therefore are cor- 
rupt and do abominably, yet the Lord looks 
down from heaven upon you, and will re- 
ward you accordingly. 
I told you in the third place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by referring all his 
actions to Gods glory: This Uſe ſtill ſerves 
to reprove ſuch as walk not thus with God; 
very few aim at this moſt noble end, though 
they were made for it; the moſt look at their 
own ends, at their own profit, own pleaſure, 
at their own credit and honour, to be ſeen of 
men, and to be commended by others: 
doubtleſs this is one reaſon why there is ſo 
much hypocriſie, and ſo little fincerity, if all 
men would earneſtly ſeek the glory of God 
inall their wayesand aRions,there would be 
no bypocrites, for this is a ſure mark of an 
Iſraelite indeed, in whomthere is no guile; 
doubtleſs this diſrepect of Gods glory is the 
cheif cauſe of ſo much contention and divi- 
ſton about Religion and worldly matters, 
this is it that hinders reformation every 
where; if Gods glory were dearer to all of 
us, ve ſhould agree better in points of godli- 
neſs, we ſhould not ſo eaſily ruſh into ſuch 
frivolous ſutes and quarrels about a little 
white and yellow earth. | Tas 7 
Conſider this you ſelf- ſeeking dy , 
who 
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who look onely at your own ends, becauſe 
you ſeek not now to glorifie God, he will 
(except you amend) curſe your poſterity, he 
will cauſe your name and memory to rot, y ou 
ſhall have no ſolid comfort here, nor eternal 
peace hereafter. Remember eroboam the 
Son of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin, be 
ſought his own ends in ſetting up Calves at 
Dan and Bethel, but ay renderd him odious 
ever after. Remember 7ohn in throwing 
down Baals Idolatry, he ſought his own 
ends, he aimed not grQods glory. his hypo- 
criſie was at laſt detected and accordingly 
ren arded. Remember Zalaam went with 
Balacks Meſſengers, nay he went in pretended 
obedience to Gods Command, but he aimed 
at bis own ends, he went for the wages of 
unriphteouſneſs , then the Lords anger was 
kindled againſt him, and afterwards he pe- 
riſhed by the ſword. Remember 7d ſer- 
ved Chrift, but it was for his own ends. to get 
money , be repined at Muri when ſhe an- 
nointed Chriſts feet, pretending that. oint- 
ment might have been ſold for much, and be 
given to the poor, not that he cared for the 
poor, but becauſe he was a theif and bare the 
bas, büt his hypocrifiecovld not long lurk in 
ſecret, at laſt he ſold his Maſter for thirty ſil- 
verlings, which amounts to three pounds and 
F) EN | fiſteen 
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fifteen ſhillings, then fell into deſpair and 
hanged himſelf, and his belly burſt, and his 
bowels fell out, ſignifying, that ſuch a wretch- 
ed miſcreant was unworthy to be born into 
this world , and becauſe he had no bowels of 
love to his Maſter, his bowels burſt and fell 
out. Now all theſe things happened unto 
them for examples; and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world are come; wherefore let his that 
thinkzth be flandeth, take beed leaſt be fal. 
4. I told you in the fourth place, that a 
Chriſtian walkes with God by an exact imi- 
tation of God, according to the rules of his 
Word: This Uſe ftill ſerves to reprove all 
ſuch as walk net with God this way; the 
moſt follow the multicude to do evil, but 
alas how few follow God ? the vain cuſtoms 
of the countrey, and the idle traditions of 
many of our anceſtors are in greater requeſt 
with many than the Scripture ; reprove di- 
vers people for notorious yices out of the 
Scripture, yet they alledge, they do but as the 
moſt, andaccording to the faſhions of the 
times, but know, that if you will do as the 
moſt, you are like to be hereafter where the 
moſt muſt be, and that is not in heaven I am 
ſure: exhort divers to neceſſary duties of 
godlineſe with Scripture Arguments, tell _—_ 
they 
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they -muſt be followers of God as dear chil. 
dren in theſe and theſe graces : they alledge 
that this is not in requeſt with many , there 
are but few that take this way, they think 
they way ſave all this pains; and yet do well 
enough: Oh what enemies are the moſt to 
themſelves | they follow the devil and know 
it not, he leads them hoodwinkt to deſttucti - 
on: Look about you notorieus finners, ma- 
ny of you have followed Satan forty, fifty; 
or ſixty yeares, by living in ignorance and 
all manner of prophaneneſs; you cry, God 
forbid. But I ſay, whom do you ſerve and 
follow when you ſwear, lie, ſteal, are drunk, 
prophane the Sabbath, prate againſt godli- 
neſs ? I appeal to your conſciences; do you 
think you ſerve God and imitate bim ?where 
did the Lord ever teach you theſe ſins ? flat- 
ter not your ſelves, you follew Satan, and to 
him you muſt go at laſt, if you repent not in 
time. 

5 told you in the fifth place, that a Chri- 
ſtian walks with God by daily abſerving the 
paſſages of his providence to him , whether 
of mercy or juſtice: this Uſe till ſerves to 
reprove all ſuch as walk not with God this 
way; when the hand of God is lifted up they 
will not ſee, neither will they behold the Ma- 
jeſty of the Lord; if he And them many 
: E diese 
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bleſſings, they ſacrifice to their net, and burn 
incenſe to their drag ; they thank their own 
wit, ſtrength, induſtry and care; if God 
afflict them with miſeries, they impute all to 
luck, chance, and fortune; this Atheiſtical 
blockiſhneſs keeps them from true repen- 
tance, for they turn not to him that ſmites 
them: underſtand ye brutiſh among the 
people, and ye fools when will ye be wiſe ? 
If now ye will not take notice of divine pro- 
vidence, you ſhall hereafter be forced to ac- 
knowledge the hand of his juſtice, when you 
ſhall lie perpetaally. under the weight of his 
wrath. | 

I told you in the ſixt place, that a Chriſti 
an walks with God by baving his converſas 
tion in heaven: This Uſe ftill ſerves to re- 
prove all ſuch as walk not with God this way, 
many men have ſome cold lazy wiſhes after 
heaven, deſiring to be thereafter death, but 
they have no heart after heavenly things now 
ia their life; its to be feared they have no 
treaſure in heaven, becauſe their hearts are 
not there, for where their treaſures are, their 
hearts will be there alſo ; they deſire heaven 
for the happineſs of it, but if they were there 
a while , they could not long endure to be 
there for the extraordinary holineſs of it: 
unworthy are many ge be men ang womens 
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to have reaſonable ſoules, betinſe they pitcli 
their thoughts daily upon this worldly pelfe, 
the world ingrofſerh their thoughts, words 
and deeds, they have no lea ſure to meditate 
on Gods Law, nor to diſcoutſe about ſpiritu= 
all things: how skilful are they to drive 2 
trade > and how eager are they in purſoit of 
worldly profit, but in heavenly matters they. 
are as filly as little Infants : ſuch as theſe are 
penny wiſe and pound fooliſh, and if they, 

ook not to it in time, they will one day la- 
ment their folly, in chat they had no wore 
care over their ſoules, when they come to find 
this true by their owa experience, that it wil? 
be no profit to gain the world and to looſe 

ones ſoul, Be Foes 
7. I told you in the ſeventh place, that a 
Chriftian walks with God by frequent and 
fervent prayer, expecting an ah(wer to it : 
This Uſe ſtill ferves to reprove all ſuch as 
call not upon the Lord; they performe ſome 
lip-labour , uttering ſome cold wiſhes, bue 
they know not hew to pour out their ſoules 
in zealous ſuites, it ſcemms their heafts were ne- 
ver broken with greif and ſorrow for ſin, 
becauſe they never had the Spirit of grace 
and ſupplication poared upon them; if they 
draw neer God with their lips, their heart it 
farre from bim; oh how weary are they of 
E2  prijes 
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prayer and other holy dnties ? Certainly 
they will never indureto be in heaven, for 
there is everlaſting ſinging of Hallelujah 
without ceaſing; if the Lords ſervice here 
tire them out in two or three houres, much 
more will they be weary of being in heaven 
ſo holy a place. 

Conſider this you ungodly wretches, who 
have opened your mouths in ſwearing, and 
curſing,and ungodly talking againſt the way 
of holineſs , and blaſpheming of God , bur 
could never to this day pour out a fervent 
prayer to God; doubileſ God will not hold 

ou guiltleſs for theſe fins, but in the day that 

e viſits, he will vific theſe ſins upon you, you 
hypocrites, you generation of vipers, how 
hard will it be for youto eſcape the damna- 
tion of hell! you are quickly weary of the 
Lords ſervice, and cry, what a wearineſs is it? 
but you are not weary of your ſins; look to 
it hetime, anti have a care to amend, or elſe 
theſe great finnes will burden your ſoules, 
= lie very heavy upen them when you 

ie, | 

$. I told you in the eighth place, that a 
Chriftian walks with God by the life of faith, 
This Uſe ſtill ſerves to reprove all ſuch as walk 
not with God this, way; this life of faith is 
a riddle and : wyltery to the moſt, few un- 

derſtand 
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derſtand and practiſe it; the moſt men live 
by rheir wits, ſhifts and policy, but to live by 
faith in God they know not; they ſay they 
beleived ever ſince they could remember; 
but that was not ia God; for if God deprive 
them of his bleſſings, and afflict them with 
miſeries, they preſently diſtruſt, repine and 
run tounlawful meanes; they can truſt God 
no farther than they ſee him helping them 
with ſecond meanes, but if outward meanes 
de gone, their faich is gone alſs, ſo they truſt 
not God but the meines: theſe do much of- 
fend God by diſtruſt and unbeleif, as the If- 
raelites did in Pal. 78. FI 

Uſe. The next Uſe is for comfort to all 
ſuch as walk wit Ge. 

1. I told you inthe firſt place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by acquaintin 
himſelf with God, and being ar peace wit 
him: This Uſe ſerves to comfort all ſuch as 
walk thus with God; happy are you in aty 
condition God ſhall lead you into, you may 
look upward with joy,for though men frown 
at you, yet the Lord from heaven ſmiles up- 
on you, you having peace with God fhall 
have peace in your own coaſciences, which 
will do you more good than millions of 
gold, you ſhall have peace with the bleſſed 
Angels, they ſhall pitch their Tents about 
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you for your ſafety : as when one is at peace 
with the Maſter of a family, his ſervants are 
read to do him good: you ſhall have peace 
with other creatures, Jeb 5. 23. Then ſbali 
þ in league with the tongs of the field, and the 
beaſts of the ficld Hall be at peace with thee: 
chis is the portion of all ſuch as are at peace 
with God , this honour have all the 

Saints. | 
2. I told you inthe ſecond place, that a 
Chriſtian walkes with God by doing all his 
actions as in Gods ſight and preſence : This 
Uſe ſtill ſerves for conſolation to all ſuch as 
Walk thus with God: two priviledges be- 

long to all ſach, P/alws 16. 9, 11. 
The firſt is inverſe 9. Therefore wine heart 
3s glad, and my glory ( that is my tongue ) u 
goxceth: This will be a matter of great joy 
anto thee, to have God thy deareſt freind 
ever in thine eye. Jacob had enough when 
he ſaw eſepl: thou haſt enough in ſeeing thy 
heavenly father; thou liveſt as do the glori- 
ous Angels, for they continually behold the 
face of our Fatherin heaven: God is ever 
within the fight of your faith, and within tue 
cry of your prayers. Facob having ſeen 
Chriſt, and wraſtled with him, was filled with 
joy, laying, I have ſeen God face to face, and 
N fe preſerved; be bad ſpecial n 
| | | of 
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of protection againſt Z/as his fury, by the 
clear ſight of Chriſt , which made him ex- 
ceeding joyful. 

The next priviledge is verſe 11. Thea wilt 
gr me the path of life: God is the good 
mans guide,the cloſer you walk with him, the 
ſurer he will guide you to glory: as the Star 
led the wiſe men to Chrift, and as the Cloud 
conducted the Iſraelites from Egypt to Ca- 
naan, ſo God will never leave thee untill he 
hath hrought thee to heaven: the wicked 
wander in the darkneſs,and ſtumble, but you 
that walk with God, walk uprightly and 
ſurely, you avoid many ſins and puniſhments 
which others run into, bleſſed are you, dear 
ſouls , that ever God inclined your hearts to 
walk with him. 

3. I told you inthe third place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by doing all his 
actions to Gods glory: This Uſe ſtill ſerves 
to comfort all ſuch as walk with him after 
this manner: you bleſſed Chriſtians, who 
look at this noble end, you may confidently 
expect a noble end of your lives, even glory, 
honour, and immortal life in another world: 
ſo did our bleſſed Saviour, obi 17. 45, 1 
have glorified thee on the earth, and now, O Fa- 
ther, glorfie thou me with thine own ſelf : God 
wilhonour you that honour him, both here, 
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but chiefly hereafter : the men of this world 
will ſpeak all manner of evill of you falſly, 
but God, with whom you walk, will bring 
forth your righteouſneſs as the light, and 
your judgement as the noon day: you are 
here defamed and reputed as the filth of the 
world, and the eff-ſcouring of all things; yet 
by advancing theglory of God, your memo- 
ry ſhall be blefled , when the name of your 
enemies ſhall rot. 

4. I told youin the fourth place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by a ſtrict imitati- 
on of God according te his word : This Uſe 
Kill ſerves to comfort all ſuch as walk with 
God this way ; herein lies your happineſs, 
in that you reſemble God the moſt perfect 
example, which will move him to love you 
moſt dearly, for likeneſs is the cauſe of love; 
this is the reaſon, why the righteous is more 
excellent than his neighbour, as Solomon 
ſpeaks, Prov. 12. 26. becauſe he is ſo like to 
God,he is made a partaker of the divine na- 
ture, which is the bigheſt priviledge in the 
world, by vertue whereof a godly man being 
a god-like man, is worth ren thouſand re- 
probates,Chriſt would not part with ſuch an 
one for all the wealth in the world. 

You heaven-born Saints, who walk with 
God by imitating him, his heart ſtands moſt 
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to you, and he will own you for his at the 
laſt day, when others ſhall be rejected and 
condemned, F 

5. I told you in the fifth place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by his daily ob- 
ſerving the paſſages of divine providence, 
whether of mercy or juſtice : This Uſe till 
ſerves to comfort all ſuch as walk with God 
this way; happy are you that are thus quali- 
fied, God hath opened your eyes to ſee the 
holy One of Iſrael, you may ſee many tokens 
of Gods favour to you, which will confirm 
your faith in his promiſe and providence, 
1/ai. 26. 8. In the way of thy judgements have 
we waited for thee : you wait for Gad in the 
way of his judgements , therefore he will 
meet you in every croſs, and ſanctiſie it to 
vou, that it ſhall leave you better than it 
found you, he will mitigate the ſmart of his 
rods to you, and enable you to bear them, 


and at laſt he will give a gracious iſſue out of 


all croſſes, Pſalm 123. 2. So our eyes wait 
upon the Lord our God,zntill that he have mercy 
upon us: you gracious Chriſtians , wait for 
the Lord in the way of his mercizs likAviſe, 
doubtleſs mercies ſhall be mercies indeed to 
you, you may ſee love in a little, you may 
perceive the love of Godin ſmall favours, 
becauſe the mercies of God come to you py 
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the merit of Chriſts bloud, and through the 
conduit pipe of divine promiſes, you walking 
fo exactly with God, he ſends you many 
bleſſings in his ſpecial providence to main. 
tain you in your journey until you come tg 
heaven, where you ſhall have enough. 

6. I told you inthe ſixth place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by having his 
converſation in heaven: This Uſe ſtill ſerves 
to comfort fuck as have their converſation 
there; you ſweet ſoules,you may expect your 
Saviour confidently to come from thence to 
change your vile bodies, and to make them 
like to his glorious body: oh bleffed are you 
that ever you were born, buteſpecially, that 
ever you were born again, you ſball flowriſs 
bike the tree planted by the water fide , you foal 
bring forth fruit in ſeaſon, your leaf foal not 
wither , and whatever c ds it ſhall proſper ; © 
you live more like bleſſed Angels than men 
upon earth, your life muſt needs be the ſweet- 
eſt life of all, for you converſe with Chriſt, 
and are moſt inward with God; you taſte 
thoſe ſweet comforts and have a glimpſe of 
thoſe glorious joyes, which che earth-worms 
of this world never ſee : I am perſwaded you 
would not change conditions with the weal- 
thieſt worldling upon earth; I honour your 


kolinefs, Iadmire your happineſs. i 
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7. I told you ia the ſeventh place | that & 
Chriſtian walks with God by fervent and 
frequent prayer, expecting an anſwer : This 
Uſe Kill ſerves to comfort all ſach as walk 
thus with God, yon may take much comfort 
to your ſelves , in that God hath givenyou 
the ſpirit of ſupplication, your prayers are 
ſweet muſick and delightful melody in Gods 
eares ; ſo Chriſt ſpeaks to his Church, Cant. 
2,14. O my deve, that art in the cleft of the 
reck, in the ſecret places of the ſtaires, let me 
ſer thy cauntenance, let me hear thy voice , for 
[meet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comcly : 
A father delights more to hear the pratling 
of his little child, than the bawling of many 
beggars at thedoor; God regards not the 
bowling of bypocrites,but for you that walk 
with God, your prayers are as ſweet incenfe 
in his noſtrils, chough you chatter like a 
Swallow, and cruttle like a Turtle, yet the 
Spirit helps your infirmities, and God, who 
knows the meaning of the Spirit, accepts of 
your deſires, though you can utter but non- 
ſenſe in words, and broken Engliſh, yet God 
will make good ſenſe of your ſuits , becauſe 
he delights in them. Prayer is a corner of 
heaven toyou, your petitions ſhall not come 
weeping home for want of anſwer , but God 
will fulfill the delige of them chat fear wy 
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he will dear their cry, and will ſave them,for 
he is nigh unto them that call upon him in 
truth. 

8. I told you in the eighth place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by the life of faith; 
This Uſe ftill ſerves to comfort all ſuch as 
walk with God after this manner. Von 
bleſſed Chriſtians, that live by truſt and con- 
fidence in God, you live the ſareſt life for 
comfort of all people in the world , youare 
ſeated upon the Rock of eternity, let che 
world be changed, and tarned upfide down, 
yet you ſtand ſafe, you may ſee the riſing and 
falling of many,but you ſhall hold your hold; 
for you have the ſureſt hand hold by the 
hand of faith upon Gods all ſafficiency that 
is in the world ; when the creature is drawn 
dry, and theſe broken ciſterns can hold no 
rater of conſolation for you. then ſhall your 
faith find ſuper- abund ant comfort in God 
the fountain of living waters, Habak, 3. 17. 
18. eAltbough the fig tree ſhall not bloſſome, 
weither ſbal fruit be in the vines, the labour of 
the olive ſpall fail, and the fields ſoalt 
yeild uo meat, the flock, ſhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhall be no heard in the ſtals ; yet 
1 will rejojce in the Lerd, I will joy in the God 
of my ſalvatian: the holy Prophet fore- 
ſeeing, by the Spirit, the fearful Rs 
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that the Babylenians ſhould make in the 
et Nation, comforts himſelf and other 
true beleivers in this, that when all livelihood 
is Waſted, and outward maintenance periſh- 
ed, when the Babyloxian had plundered their 
Nation, had not left them an houſe to dwell 
in, nor any proviſion to nouriſh and releive 
them, yet by the ſtrength of his faith, be aſ- 
ſures both himſelf and others of comfort. 
proviſion and nonriſhment enough in God. 
The life of faith is a meſt fecure life , when 
a man by reaſon of want is ready to fink, 
then faith holds the head above watet , and 
makes one to ſee contraries in contraries, as 
fulneſs in want, health in fickneſs, life in 
death, vivitur ingenio, is the life of worldly 
men, but vi vitur fide, is the life of righteaus 
Saints. 

Uſe, The laſt Uſe ſeryes for exhortatlon 
2 us up to walk wih God as Excch 
did. 

1. I told you that a Chriſtian walks with 
God by acquainting himſelf with God, and 
being at peace with him: This Uſe ſerves to 
exbort us all to walk with God this way:con- 
ſider the pathetical motives the Holy Ghoſt 
uſeth in eb 22. 24. &c. Then Halt thox lay 
wp geld as duſt, and the gold of Ophir & the 
frees of the brock, Ophir was a __ in 
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Tudia,where the pureſt gold in all the World 
was gotten; Merchant-ſhips coming to the 
foot of the cheifeſt hill in Op#ir waited their 
opportunity, when the Lions and other wild 
beaſts in it were gone to ſeek for prey, then 
they went a ſhore and got much pretious 
gold. Now if thou beeſt at peace with God, 
God will not let thee want, if thou canſt eat 
gold thou ſhalt have it, he thinks the gold of 
Opbir too little for thee,thon ſhalt not want, 
for the Lord Jebovah ſhall be thy Cator, vet. 
25. Tea, the Almighty ſball be thy defence, and 
thow ſbalt have plenty of filver: thou needſt 
not fear any danger whilſt the Lord is thy 
defence: verſe 26, For then ſhalt then havy 
thy delight is the Almighty, and bal lift up 
thy face unto r : its a ſweet thing to ſolace 
ones ſoul in God, and to bath ones Spirit in 
the ſtreames of his love, ſuch have comfort 
which is not to be found in the creature: 
verſe 27. Thou ſhalt make thy prayer unto bim, 
and he foall hear thee , and thou ſhalt pay thy 
tome: This is a mercy worthy gold, to pray, 
and be heard, to unlock heaven gates by the 
key of prayer, and fetch mercies thence: 
verſe 28. T hou ſhalt alſo derres a thing and it 
wall be eſtabliſhed unte thee , andthe light foal 
ſhine upon thy wayes : God will fulfil thy de- 
fires; and got frubrate thy expeRtation, — 
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the light of his countenance and precious 
providence ſhall ſhine upon thy wayes: verſe 
29. When men are Caſt down, thou ſhalt ſay, 
there is lifting up, and he ſpall ſave the bumble 
perſon : Though good men may be caſt down 
ſometime by the hand of violence, yet thou 
by the ſtrength of thy faith, having peace 
with God, ſnalt be aſſured of riſing up again. 
Let theſe golden priviledges of a Chriſtian 
incite thee, with all earneſt care and pains to 
be inward with God ; make peace wich him 
though you have little peace with men, for 
this is the ground of your hope and happi- 
neſs , this is that will afford you the ꝑreateſt 
ſecurity and ſweeteſt contentment in the evill 
day. 
4 I told you in the ſecond place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by doing all his 
actions as in Gods ſight and preſence : This 
Uſe ſtill ſerves to exhort us all to walk with 
God after this manner, whatever you take in 
| hand, ever ſet God before your eyes; his 
eyes are alwayes upon you, let yours be al- 
wayes upon him, this will keep thee from re- 
volting and apoſtatizing from him, P/alm 16: 
18. IThave ſet the Lord alwayes before me, be- 
Cauſe he is at my right hand, I ſpall not be mo- 
ved: as if he had ſaid, neither by Satan, nor 
by the world, but I ſhall ſtand faſt againſt all 
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mine enemies, nothing ſhall draw me away 
from him: if the moſt would eye God in 
their wayes, they durſt not rufh into pre. 
ſamptuons fins ſo oft as they do, but becauſe 
they do think that God ſees them not, there- 
fore they wax bold to break his Lawes: in 
every way and work be ſure to conſider 
Gods omnipreſence, and his all · ſeeing eye, 
and it will reftrain thee from many 
fl; 8. 

I told you in the third place, that: 
Chriſtian walks with God by referring all his 
actions to the glory of God: This Uſe fil 
ſerves to exhort you all to walk with God 
afrer this manner; let this glory be dearer 
to you than your own ende, then will you be 
more firmly united in the bond of peace, for 
then the glorious Spirit of God will tie you 
hearts together in ſpiritual unity; ſelf- ſeek- 
ing is the greateſt cauſe of moſt diſſentions 
both in Church and Common-wealth : letit 
be your chiefeſt ſtudy and care how to pro- 
mote tbe glory of God, and then your parti- 
cular ends ſhall ſooner be attained, 1 Saw. 
2. 30. Them that honour me 1 vill honour: 
God there promiſed ; David endeavoured 
to honour Cod, ſo did He xcłiab, fofiab, fob, 
7oſeph, Daniel and others; and in holy Writ 
you may find recorded how much God 
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honoured them with bleſſings ſpiritual and 
temporal; this is the ſureſt way to eternize - 
your good names, and to render your me- 
mory ble ſſed, by ſeeking to advance Gods 
lory. 

, 2 I told you in the fourth place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by a ſtrict imita- 
tion of God according to the rules of his 
Word: This Uſe fill ſerves to exhort you 
all to walk with God this way; nature 
teacheth thee to imitate thine earthly pa- 
rents. and haſt thou not ſo much grace as to 
imitace thy heavenly Father? thou haſt imi- 
tated the ſiuners of this world too long, thou 
haft wearied thy ſelf to commit iniquity with 
them; what fruit had you in thoſe things 
whereof you ſhall be aſhamed, if you be not 
already? for the end of thoſe things is 
death : read the Word, ſearch the Scriptures, 
and they will teach thee what a One God is, 
bow holy, merciful, wiſe, juſt and perfect, 
let him be thy daily pattern, and rhou ſhalt 
ſooner attain unto perfection; the leſs you 
imitate him, the more imperfect you are, and 
the more you imitate him, ti more pexfect 
you are: Epheſ. 5. 1. Be je therefore follows 
ertef Ged as dear children: he will not lead 
you to any thing hurtful and dangerous to 
your ſoules, but follow and imitate him as 
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exatly as you can, and he willlead you at 
laſt into fu'neſs of joy and pleaſures for 
evermore. 

S. I told you in the fifth place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by daily obſervati- 
on of the paſſages of his providence to him: 
This Uſe ftill ſerves to exhort us all to walk 
with Ged this way , this is a ſign of a wiſe 
man ſo to do: Hoſea 14. 9. Whoſe is wiſe, aud 
be ſhall underſtaud theſe things ? prudent, and 
be ſha! know them ? that is, the promiſes and 
paſſages of his providence and love: this 
will much confirm thy faith, and comfort thy 
kearr. Much water runs by the Mill chat the 


paſſages of divine providence which paſs by 
divers that they never take notice of; look 


therefore at God in every mercy and cor- 


rectio n, look higher than ſecond canſes, and 
ſay withia thy ſelf here is a token of my hea- 
vealy Fathers love, here is a gift from hea» 
ven, this mercy , or this correction, comes 
from my God: ſo did the godly formerly, 
Geneſ.48 9. Joſeph ſaid te Picok » they are 
my ſon; whom God bath given me. Job, 1.31. 


The Lord gave,” and the Lord bath taken away. 


Learn to ſay and do therefore as the godly 
did in Pſalm 123. Unto theelift I up mine 
eyes, O thou that dwelleſt in the heavens : Let 


Miller never ſecs, ſo there are many pretious 
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no paſſage of divine providence go by thee 
ned mr ent 9 go by | 
6. I told you in the ſixth place, that a 

Chriſtian walks with God by having his con- 

rerſation in heaven: This Uſe till ſervests 

exhort you all to walk with God this way, 

thy chiefeſt creaſgre is there, thy beſt friends 
nate there, why then doeſt thou ſetthine heart 
here upon things beelow 2 God hath given 

thee an upright body, ſo as thou mayeſt look 

often up towards heaven, that thine heart 

may be lifted up thither; aquila nov capit 

wnx/cas , ſcotn to imbaſe thy noble ſoul by 

doting upon things of the earth, a little 

meanes will ſuffice nature, thou needeſt not 

be ſo greedy after gain; hadſt thou a whole 
Lordſhip, nay a whole Kingdom, yet thou 

canſt dwell but in one houſe at a time; hadſt 

thou the richeft Wardrobein the world, thou 

canſt wear but one ſuite of apparrel at. a 

time; hadſt thou thy Table furniſhe with all 

varieties, thou canſt eat but a bellifull of meat 

at a time, enough is as good as a feaſt. Oh 
let thine heart moun i up towards heaven 
daily upon the wings of divine : contempla- 
tion, then thy ſoul ſhall go thither at laſt ; 
its no eaſie thing to g et thither , the way to 
hell is down the hill, and down the ſtream, 
but the way to heaven is up the hill, and 
F 3 againſt 
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againſt the ſtreem, rightly faid the 
Poet : — 


facilis deſcenſus Averni, 
Sedrevecare gradum, [uperaſque e vadere al 


auras, 


Hic labor, hoc opus eſt. 


Therefore look upward often whither thy 
Redeemer is aſcended; the ſight of the out- 
fide of heaven here below ſhould draw up 
our hearts thither, and make us leſs regard 
theſe worldly delights, for if the outſide of 
heaven be ſo glorious, that is beſpangled 
with the Sun, Moon and Stars, how glorious 
is the inſide of it? you are daily within the 
ſight of heaven your Fathers houſe, Oh let 
your hearts be there till your ſoules be there 
for ever: lift up the bands which hang 
down, and the feeble knees, and make 
ftraiphe paths for your feet; looſe. not 
heaven for want of paines and labour , you 
may buy gold too dear, but heaven you can- 
not. 

7. I told you in the ſeventh place, that a 
Chriſtian walks with God by fervent and 
frequent prayer, expecting an anſwer: This 
Uſe ſtill ſerves to exhort us all to walk with 
God after this manner, pray continually, ply 

che 
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the Throne of grace hard, give the Lord no 
reſt until he hath brought thee to fing ever- 
laſting halle lujab in heaven. God hath in 
many places of his Word promiſed to hear 
and grant the ſutes of his people, if thou 
beeſt one of his, thou mayeſt pray with con- 
fidence to be heard. Moſe: talked with 
God in the Mount until his face ſhone, be 
thou alſo frequent in fervent prayer, and it 
will make thy foul to ſhine in grace. ace 
wreſtled with Chriſt by prayer untill he halt- 
ed, be thou likewiſe earneſt with God until 
thou haſt weakened thy corruptions and 
nade them lame; thou that haſt the ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication, haſt ſuch a trea ſure to 
enrich thee, ſuch a weapon to defend thee, as 
no worldling bath , thou mayeſt by the ke 
of pryer unlock heaven gates and f 
mercies thence; in any place whereever thou 
hveſt,for the way to beavC is as near to a true 
Ehriftian in one place as in another : its a 
ſweet thing to talk often with God, and to be 
— * with him, he will give no little joy to 
8. I told you ia the eighth place, that a 
Chriſtian walks witb God by the life of 
faith: This Uſe ſtill ſerves to exhort you all 
to walk with God this way, let your life be a 


continual dependance upon him, truſt in the 
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Lord for ever, for inthe Lord Jehovah i 
everlaſting ſtrength , he is faithful chat hith 
promiſed, he never deceived any that truſted 
in him, this is your ſure bold, true faith in bu 
promiſes and providence will not fail you, 
you will find friends, riches, pleafures, ho- 
nours and other delights of this world 9 
be miſerable comforters, but reft upog 
God by faith, and you will find bim afaft 
friend , and a ſure comforter; endeavour 
daily to reſt upon him with ſuch ſtrength 


of faith, as that when all outward helpes fail; | 


you may not doubt, nor fear, but my in 
patience poſſeſs your ſoules, and quietly reſt 
upon God for releif and ſuccour,notſeeking 
after indirect meanes for your help; if = 
can attain to this life of faith , you will find 
more comfort in want, than others in ther 
wealth, more comfort in ſickneſs, than others 
in their health , it will make yon better in 
your worſt eſtate, than unbeleivers are in 
their beſt eſtate, you are better in diſprace, 
than they are in honour, you are better in 
bondage, than they are in liberty ; when 
thou waſt a little child thou couldſt ſport 
and play, and tookeſt no care for mainte-. 
nance, but didſt reſt upon thy earthly parents 
for food and rayment, and now thou art 
come to yeares of diſcretion , wherein thou 

: 8 wmouldeſt 


| 
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mouldeſt have attained to knqwledge and 
faith, haft thou net yet learned to troſt thy 
heavenly Father for body and for! ? why do 
ye doubt, oh ye of little faith ? caſt thy care 
wholly upon God, and he will care for you ; 


thou pretendeſt then canſt truſt God for thy 


ſovles everlaſting peace, and canſt thou not 
truſt him for thy preſent bodily mantenance? 
foul the weight of all thy cares wholly uon 
the Lords bleſſed providence, live the life 
of faith, and thou ſhalt die the death of the 
zighteous, yes, thy laſt end ſhall be like 
dis. 
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SERMON III. 


Text, Joux. 13. 8. 
FI va thee not, thou haſt ue part with 


E are all by nature polluted 
= with iniquity both in ſoul 
and body, and have need 
to crywith the Leper , un- 
clean, unclean; if this ſinful 

— pollution be not waſht a- 
way, it will prove deſtructive to our ſoules 
and bodies eternally; the onely meanes to 
waſh away this pollution is the pretious bloud 
of our bleſſed Redeemer, which he doth by 
the merit and efficacy of it; for it he waſh 

u 


. 
us with his blond we ſhall be Kings and 
pPrieſts unto God, Revel. 1. 5, 6. but if he 
waſh us not, we have no part with him. 
Touching the occafion and coherence of 

theſe words, we read inthe firſt verſe of this 
chapter, its ſaid. Now before the feaſt of the 
Paſiover, when feſu knew that bis hour was 
' come, that he ſhonld depart out of this world un- 
to the Father &c. verſe 2. and [upper being end- 
ed, &c. verſe 4. he riſeth from ſupper , and 
laid afide his garment ij Faxd tock A towel and 
girded himſelf : verſe 5. After that he poureth 
water into abaſon, and be gan to waſhthe Diſci- 
| ples fret, and to wipe them with the towe ll where- 
with he was girded: verſe 6. Thengoweth be 
to Simon Peter, aud Peter ſaith unte bins, 
Lord, doeſt thou waſh my feet ? verſe 7. Peſus 
anſwered and [aid unte him, what I do thou 
knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know hereafiey : 
verſe 8. Peter /aith unte him, Thou ſhalt ne- 
ver waſh my feet. Jeſus anſwered him, If T 
waſh thee not then haſt no part with me. Chriſt 
waſnt their feet, partly to ſhew his admirable 
love to them, partly to givethem an example 
of humility, and love one to another; and 
laſtly to intimate, that he onely cleanſeth us 
from our ſins, 1 Job» 1.7. when Peter ſaid, 
Lord deeſt thou waſh my feet ? this he ſeemed 
to ſay, as fearing it had been too much diſ- 
- 8 | honour 
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honour for Chriſt, the Son of ti immortal 


God, to waſh a finners feet, not then 


underſtanding as after he did, 1 Peter 1; 18 


that he came to redeem us with bis own pre- 
tious bloud; in effect he ſaid, O my Lord, 
doſt thou waſh my feet with thoſe facred 
bands , with which thou didſt open the eyes 
of the blind, heal the ſick, and raiſe the dead, 
c. I am unworhty to perform this office to 
thee, and wouldeſt thou do it for me ? Chriſt 
told him, verſe 7. hat 1 do then knoweſt not 
nom, &c. as if he had faid , Peter thou doeſt 
not as yet underſtand the reaſon of this act 
of mine, thou ſhalt in due time know upon 
what ground I do it, but in the meantime it 


kehooves thee to ſubmit thy felf with all 


humble obedience to this work I have in 
Band, forif Ih tec nat, bon haſt ug -t 
withme : the meaning is, if I do not waſh 
thee both by my bloud, ſhed for the expiati- 
on of mans ſin, and by the ſaoctitʒ ing power 
of my Spirit ( which I would repteſent unto 
thee by this waſhing ) thou canſt bave no 
part of gloriaus comforc with. me, no intereſt 
in me, no benefit by me: afterwards, verſe 
12 Chriſt ſatdown with. his Diſcipte to ite 
Paſsover; where by the way obErve = That 
Chriſt celebrated four Paſsovers. | 


Lhe firſt was mentioned in John 23. 
which 


2 
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which as the learned conceive,was celebrated 
onthe ſixt day of April. 

The ſecond Paſsover they eoneeive is men- 
tioned John 5. 1. * 

The third they conceive is in obs 6. 4. 
| The fourth here mentioned in this chap- 

ter, and in Cath. 26, Mark 14. Chriſt 
kept his Paſsover the fourteenth day of the 
firſt moneth, called in the Hebrew Abib, 
Exod. 13. 4. inthe Chaldee tongue Niſ an. 
Eſtber 3. 7. containing part of Merch, and 
part of April, ſot that indeed was the proper 
time firſt appointed by the Lord, Exod, 13. 
6. he did not tarry the other two dayes, as 
the Jewes did before they kept it. The tenth 
day every one was to begin to prepare, and 
ſo Chriſt did by coming to Peruſalem, for he 
came thither ſix dayes befere the Jewes kept 
their Paſsover; the firſt of which anſwered to 
our Monday, and the fourth to Thurſday. 
That the Jewes kept not their Paſsover till 
twodayes after, it is plain, becauſe he being 
taken by them that night, and brought to the 
judgement Hall next morning, being Friday, 
it it ſaid, that they would not go in, becauſe it 
was their preparation to the Paſsover, Job- 
18. 28. ſo they kept not the Paſsover till the 
next day, being our Saturday, but their Sal- 
bath. That Chriſt kept his Paſs over _ 

the 
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the Jewes kept theirs, is expreſly noted {a 
this chapter, for his laſt Supper is ſaid to 
before the Pakoyer : but this by the way; 
Theſe words in my Text contain tuo 
party, | | 
* A Suppeſition, If 1 3 wot. 


ye 

{1 Sr A Poſition, T bow 4 part with me. © 
Pot. From hence obſervethis Do&tine! fuc 
Tbat if Chriſt waſp u Hut, we have no pot che 
with him, that i ts, uo part of grace, gl, 
comfort, er ſpiritual benefit with. bin; hc 
„ vhs he hace iq Aer he pate nw | 
„ 317 
of 
This point hath 1 two 3 | 
The firſt 15; That Chriſt waſheth us, (and . of 
that ke doth gyemayes. of 
1. By theSacrawent of Feine, Mich tor 


3.11. {indeed heptiz*.you with water, &c. but 
he ſhall baptize you with the holy Ghoſt and with 
fire-: that is, with the holy Ghoſt like to fire | "© 
ingperatiog and effect; Titus 3.5. But a 
cording to hs mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing 
of. regeneration, Aud renewing of the holy Ghoſt: 42 
that is, by the renewing of the holy Ghoſ, 
which is like a dath of water, whereby our | £® 
filthy ſins are waſht away, E wot, 36. 35,26, Cl 
| 22 whereof Boptilme is a ſign and a ſeal: 


in 


7 

inthe original it is ,by the Lever of opener ant- 
elde e W. laver of bra Fand 30. 
18, in which the Priefts waſhed themſelves 
when they miniftred in the Tabernacle, 

2. By his bleſſed Word.?ob» 15, 3. Now 
Je are clean through the wurd which I have f 
len unto you ? that is, the Word which 1 
have ſpoken to you was accompanied with 
fuch power of the Spirit, that like water it 
cleanſed you from corrupt affections. 

5, Chriſt waſheth us by the merit and ef. 
ficacy of his pretious bloud, 1 70h 1. 7. Au 
the blond of feſus Chriſt his Sen cleanſeth us 
N ſin, namely, by the merit and efficacy 
of it. | 

4. Chriſt waſketh us by the ſaving graces 
of his holy Spirit, Titus 3.5. and renewing 
of the holy Ghoſt: Ezek. 36. 25. Then 1 will 
* ſprinkle elean water upon you: that is, the ſa- 
ving graces of the holy Ghoſt. 

5. Chriſt waſheth us by his gentle cor- 
rections and trials ſanctified to us; afflicti- 
ons are compared to water, Pſalm 66. 1 2. 
We went through fire and through water: Pſalm 
42. 7. Prep calleth unto deep at the noiſe of thy 
water ſponts : all thy waves and thy billows are 
gene over me: as if he had aid, one affliction 
(like ſo many waves) comes in the neck of 
another, and in a Miſerable ſucceſſion, as it 

were, 
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were,cals for the next, upon the predetetmi. 
nation of theſe my adverſities, which do, as 
it were, guſn out from thee, by thoſe conyei. 
ances which thou haſt ordained; now the 
fruit of theſe afflictions ſanctiſied is ſet dewn 
in Iſaiah 27. 9. By thu there fore ſhall the ini. 
quity of Jacob be parged, and this in all the frait 
fo take away his fits 

Reaſ, Becauſe God ordained and ſent 
him for this end, 7e 6. 27. For bim hath 
Cad the F ather ſealed : that is, ordained and 
authorized him te be the onely meanes 
to waſh and cleanſe us; ſuch as ſeek by other 
meanes to get their ſins waſhr away, and not 
by his bloud, will looſe their labour, and ſuch 
as ſeek to have them waſht away by his 
bloud , ſhall certainly enjoy this mercy, be- 
cauſe God hath: ordained him to this work, 
and he will do it perfectly. 

2. Becauſe he onely can do it, he hath in- 
finice merit and efficacy in him; it belongs 
to his prieſtly office to waſh'our fins away, 
Hebr. 9. 14. How much more ſhall the bloud of 
Clriſt, who through the eternal Spirit (that is 
bis Godhead ) offered himſelf without ſ pet to 
God, purge your conſciences from dead works, 
&c, all doctrine belongs to his Prophetical 
Office, all merit belongs to his PrieftlyOffice, 
all efficacy belongs to his Kingly Office. 

= irs 3. Becauſe 
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3. Becauſe Chriſt purchaſed und procured 
pardon of ſins, and peace with God for us; 
cherefore he is ſaid; 1 (orinuth. I. 30. to be 
made to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanitification 
and red: mpt ion: God the Father is every true 
beleivers portion, Chriſt by his blond bath 

urchaſed this portion for them, and the 
holy Ghoſt ſeales this portion to them, 
Epheſ. 1. 13. Te were [cated with that boly 
Spirit of promiſe , that is, which Chrift pro- 
miſed to (end to his Elect, in Jobs 14. and 16. 
chapters. . 

The ſecond branch is, If Chrift waſh ur 
not, we heave no part with him: 1 Corinth. 6. 
10, 11. Nor theeves , nor covetons, nor drun- 
hards, nor revilers, nor extortiontrs, ſhall iale- 
rit the Kingaom of God: and ſuch were ſome 
of you,but ye are waſhed, &. implying, that 
fuch wicked perſons fer want of this waſh- 
ing are like to be damned. 

"  Reaſ. Becauſe no filthy uncleanthing can 
come into heaven, for God is of purer eyes 
than to behold evil, and cannot look on ini- 
quity: now ſuch as be not waſht with Chriſts 
bloud are very filthy; heaven is a place of 
infinite purity and holineſs, on eatth unclean 
perſons are ſuffered to dwell, but into heaven 
they ſhall never cater, 


2, Eecaaſe 
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2. Becauſe if Chriſt waſh us not we haye 

no peace with God, for all true peace with 
God ariſeth frem Chriſt his waſhing us, Ron 
5. 1. Therefore being = ve by faith, we hay 
peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
Juſtification is Gods grations ſentence, 
whereby (for Chriſt apprehended by faith) 
he abſolves a beleiver from fin and death, 
and reputes him juſt to life; for in juſtifice- 
tion Chriſts bloud by irs merit vaſheth awij 
ſin, which provokes God to anger, but when 
that is removed, we have peace with God; 
but ſuch as have no peace with God, are ne- 
ver like to have part with Chriſt. | 

2. Becauſeif he waſh us not we ſhall ne. 
ver enjoy the precious benefits of his death, 
reſutrection, aſcention, and interceſſion, 
Epbeſ. 5.25, 26. As Cbriſt loved the Church, 
and gave bimſelf ( viz. to death) for it: 


that he might ſanctiſie and cleanſe it with tht \ 


waſhing of water, by the word: that is, by bap- 
tiſmal water, and his word taught; for whom 
he waſheth , they enjoy the ſpiritual benefit 
of his death, reſurrection, &c. and as P 
proves at large, Rom. 6. 3, 4, 5, 6. Coleſ.3, 
1, 2. yea, this waſhing is a ſure ſign of his 
love to us, Reveh 1. 5, wnto him who hath la- 
ved us, and waſhed us from our fins in bis own 
blond; but ſuch as have no right to the death, 

reſurrection, 
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reſurreQion; aſcention and interceſſi on of 
Chriſt, cannot be ſaved. 

Next I ſhall teach you how to uſe this 
point. The Uſes I ſhall draw out of thoſe 
five wa yes mentioned, whereby Chriſt waſh- 
eth us. | 
Uſe. I told you that Chrift wafheth us 
by the Sacrament of Baptiſme : This Uſe 
ſtill ſerves to reprove all ſach as were never 
waſht inwardly,as never felt the ſpiritual fruit 
of baptiſme in their hearts and lives; they 
content themſelves with the bare outward 
waſhing, and would be accounted Chriſti- 
ans, but no life of Chriſt appears in their 
lives; ſuch as were baptized into Chrift have 
put on Chriſt, Galat. 3. 27. but theſe never 
put on Chriſt, they go to hell with a Trumpet 
before them, preclaiming their leudneſs o- 
penly , they declare their fin as Sedew, 10 
hide it not, they have not crucified their ol 
man, nor deſtroyed the body of ſin, neither 
do they walk in newneſs of life : Simon Aa- 
gus was baptized ,' yet was in the gall of bit- 
terneſs, and bond of iniquity; ſo are theſe, 
= ſhew themſelves to be ſervants of fin, 
an -a__ is like to be according to their 
works. 

2, I told you in the ſecond place, that 
Chriſt waſheth us by =_ ſacred word: This 


Uſe 
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Uſe ftill ſerves to reprove ſuch as never felt 
che lively vertue and working power of the 
Word upon their own ſoule-; the Word 
preached to them was like water poured up- 
on 4 Rock e God would have purged but 
they would not be purged , theretore they 
Mall aot be purged any more, till he caſe his 
fury to reſt upon them; the Word they 
heard did not profit them, becauſe they did 
not beleive it, it ſeemed as a fable to them, 
had chey tegarded it, they would have refot- 
med their lives by it more than they did: but 
they are ſo wedded to their wicked wayes, 
that Gods Word hath no place in them, but 
they are like a Smiths Anvil, more hardened 
by many blowes+ ſo be they by frequent 
preaching, they pleaſe themſelves in that they | 
can ſometimes weep under a croſs, but ſtone 
wals can ſweat againſt rain and yet be hard 
within, ſs are their hearts as hard, and their 
lives as wicked as any heathen; Chriſt may 
ſay to them as he did to fer»/alem, Jerem. 13. 
27. Woe te ther, wilt thoa not be made clean! 
whey ſballit once be? 

Object. But many ſuch will ſay, They 
kope 79 ds 44 well u the beſt , for Grd is merci- 
Full, 

Aaſm. Will ye live in ſwearing, whore- 
dome, drunkenneſs, (abbath-breaking, con- 

tempt 
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rempts of godlineſs, blaſpheming Gods peo. 
ple, lying and deceit , and yet ſay, you hope 
for mercy? are theſe the wayes to find mercy 
with God ? if you look no better about you 
then thus, but live and die in theſe ſins, you 
are as ſure to damned, as you are to die, Jobs 
$ 24. there Chriſt threatned the Phariſees, 
that they ſhould die in their ſins, whick is 
the moſt fearful kind of death that can be: 
we account hanging a dogs death , pining a 
moſt painful death, or to die in a ſtinking 
dungeon a miſerable death, and ſo they be, 
yet one may die any of theſe wayes and his 
ſoul be ſaved, but they that die in their ſins 
cannot be ſaved, for they die out of Gods fa- 
your, they die enemies to God. | 

3. I told you in the third place, that 
Cbrift waſheth us with the merit of his pre- 
cious bloud ; I bis Uſe ſtill ſerves to reprove 
ſuch as never ſeek to have themſelves waſht 
with it, but ſtill lie under the guilt of ſin, 
they content themſelves With a lictle overly 
knowledge of Chriſt, and with a bare hiſto- 
rical faith , butthey never apply Chriſts me- 
rits to their ſoules for juſtification; their 
conſciences are extreamly defiled, they are 
wore full of filthy lufts than a Serpentis of 
poyſon;the Papiſts teach, that a Chtiſtiã may 


merit heaven by good works, fo they offer 
G 3 : horrible 
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horrible indignity ro Chriſt precieos merit 
and many carnal Proteſtaats follow them. 
thinking they can addle heaven by theit 
good deeds and good meaning, but all thiy 
while they endexyour not to be found in 
Chriſt, that they may be clothed with his 
righteouſneſs; ar their death, and at the 
end of the world, they will find theirſins the 
heavieſt burthen they ever bare, and then fot 
ever will they be aſhamed of their ugly luſtt 
and filchyſins, which were never waffit away 
with Chriſts bloud. N 

4. I cold you in the fourth place, that 
Chriſt waſheth us with the ſaving graces of 
his holy Spirit : This Uſe till ſerves to re- 
prove fach as were never thus waſhed; too 
wmeny fooſe and p people, who have 
not ſo much as a form of podlineſs , theſe 
hate and deride holinefs , they beleive not 
thoſe places, Pſalm 9. 17. The wicked ſralt 
be turned imo hell, aud all the Nations that fo 
get Ged: Hebr. 1 2. 14. Without holineſs ns 
wan ſhall ſre the Lord: but they ſhall find 
theſe places true, when they find theſe judge 
ments threatned executed upon them; too 


many be there, who reſt in bare civil honeſty 


and in ſome outward form of holinefs , but 
ate us dead in fins and treſpaſſes as the other 
fort be; if there were as many people upon 
can 
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| earth.naturalſy dead , as there befpiritually, 
lead, it — * be very ſad, fearful and dole- 
ful; you may hear them wiſh for grace, but 
they take no paines for is, their hearts riſe a- 
inſt ſuch as are gracious, when they be in 
— though in ſickneſs they deſite to die 
the death aſ the righteous; its very fad: to, 
ſee how long many have lived graceleſs un- 
ler excellent meanes of grace ; if a man falk 
«to a ſwound, and we pour Aqua vitt into. 
bim, we rub him, and uſe meanes to recover 
him, but we perceive in him no heat, ſenſe, 
nor motion, We conclude he is dead, the like 
we may ſay of very many, who have been, 
longrubb'd and ſtirred by powerful preach- 
ing, but there appears in them no motion to- 
wards holineſs, no warmth of love to Chriſt 

and his image, no ſenſe of grace, but cold- 
eſs in their hearts and lives, doubtleſs. theſe. 
— are dead, having no life of God in 
5. I told you ia the ſift place, that Chriſt: 
waſheth us by gentle corrections and trials; 
ſancti fied to us: This Uſe ſtill ſerves to 10. 
prove ſuch as be nothing bettered by aiflicti- 
ons, many croſſes hath God laid upon them 
to humble and reform them, but they, like. 
wicked King Aba, fin more in their. at 
fliction, 2 Cen. 28: 22, Prem, 55. 3) he. 
G 3: m:. 
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complains of the Jews for their perverſenels; 
O Lird, are not thine eyes upon the truth ? they 
haſt ſtricken them, but they have got greived, 
thou haſt conſumed them , but they have refuſed 
fo rccesve correction, they have made their facts 
harder than a roc k, they have refufed toreturs. 
In «Amo; the fourth chapter, God by bin 
complained of the Jewes, how he had ma 
wayes afflicted them, Yet ye have not return 
ed unto me, ſaith the Lord: To many plunge 
theraſelves deeper into wickedneſs when 
Gods hand is upon them, they are incorrigi- 
ble, and grow more obſtinate, proud, pto. 
- phane,worldly minded,and malitious againſt 
the truth ; to ſuch, leſſer crofles will prove 
the beginning of ſorrows; thou canſt com- 
plain of bitter ecoubles and ſmarting miſeries 
thou haſt ſuffered, but what change have 
they wrought in thy heart and life ? bave 
they made thee more fearful to offend God, 
and more ſtudious and careful to pleaſe him? 
then thou art ina bleſſed condition if it be 
ſo; but if thou beeſt more hardened in fin 
by aſfl Rions,then know to thy terrour, that 
the worſt is behind; Hoſes 5. 13. God 
threatensto be unte Ephraim as a moth, and 
to the houſe of F adah as rottenneſs ; that is, 
he would cry them with leſſer afflictions, and 
waſt them by degrees; but if thoſe did chem 
no 
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vo good, he threatens verſe 14. Fur 1 wile 
unte Ephraim as 4 lien, "and as 4 young liow to 


the houſe of Judah, I, even will tear and go 


| away; I will take away, and none ſhal reſcue 


bim: that is, he would come with more fear- 
full and terrible jadgements to deſtroy them, 
forbearance is no forgiveneſs , though God 
have leadẽ heels, yet be hath iron hands, eaſie 
warnings neglected ever end in deſtruction; 
you that have been oftentimes cruſhe and 
__ with heavy crofles, yet you are nothing. 

tter, bur wax worſe and worſe, your judge- 
ment lingers not, your damnation flumbers. 
not. 

Uſe. 2. For comfort: I told you in the firſt 
place, that Chriſt waſnheth us with the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſme - This Uſe ſerves for 
ſingular conſolation to all that be thus wafh- 


ed, you are happy, and have cauſe, to re- 


joy ce: for, 
1. Firſt you were baptized inte Chriſt his 


death, Rem 6.3, 4. you are buried with Chriſt 


by baptiſme into death, your old manis cru- 
cified with him, that the body ot fin might be 
deftroyed , that henceforth you ſhould not 
ſerve ſin; now his death will deſtroy your 
corruptions, as Iriſhearth kils venomeous. 
creatures applied to it; in may dwelt in you, 
butit (hall not have dominion over: you, it 
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eroubles you like a tyrant, but it ſhall never 
be laid to your charge; you by faith app} 
ing Chriſts death to your ſoules, ſhall find 
your corruptions weaker, and your hearts ri- 
fing againſt them; us David: houſe waxed 
ftronger and Sax!r houſe weaker , ſo ſhall 
grace grow ftronger and fin weaker in 

ou. 
R 2. Youare planted together with Chrift 
in the likeneſs of his reſurrection, that ye may 
walk in newheſs of life; youlive above - 
thers,in a farre more excellent way than they 
do, bleſſed are you that ever you were born, 
but chiefly that you were born again; you 
are more excellent than your carnal neigh- 
bonrs,you are ſuch, of whom the world is not 
worthy , you are precious in the eyes of Je- 
hovah, and he will honour you for ever, your 
life is gracious, and your death ſhall be glori- 
eus. 

3. You ſhall have the anſwer of a good 
#onſcience teward God by the reſurrection 
of Jeſus Chrift, 1 Per. 3. 21. Thelike figure 
wheveunto even bapti[me dot alſo now ſave us, 
nor the putting 2 of the filth of the fteſt but 
the anſwer of a good con{cience, &c. Here Peter 
hath reſpe& to that cuſtome which was uſed 
in the baptiſme of thoſe who were of "ge, 
the perſon baptizing asked the perſon to be 
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baptized » Whether be beleived? and he an- 
ſwered, I beleive, &c. hence by the anſwer of 
a good conſrieace, we may underſtand that 
unfained faith, whereofthey made confeſſi- 
on at their bapti ſme, and whereby their con- 
ſciences were purified, and whereby they re- 
ceived remiffion of their finnes, teſtified by 
Chrifts reſurrection from the dead; alſo we 
may underſtand that covenant whereinto 
they entred at their baptiſme, the embracing 
whereof they teſtified by their unfained con- 
feſſion of their faith; this benefit you ſhall 
receive by baptiſme, by applying unto your 
ſoules the power of Chriſts reſurreQion, 
your conſciences ſhall be both quieted and 
aſſured of pardon and favour, and is there- 
upon enabled to treat for, and expect mercy 
from Ged, and reconciliation with him, and 
ſo the faithful ſoul, in che confidence hereof, 
boldly queſtioneth with God about his fa- 
vour reconciled unto him by Chrifts death, 
and teſtified by his reſurrection, ſaying, hath 
not Chriſt reconciled thy farour unto us by 
his death te endure for ever? certainly it is 
ſo, for his reſurrection doth teſtifie it, ſecing 
that unleſs he had madea perfect expiation 
of our ſins by his death , and reconciled thy 
favour unto us, he could not have tiſen again 


to life and heavenly glory. 
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2 I told you in the ſecond place, thut 
Chriſt waſheth us with his ſacred Word: 
This Uſe (till ſerves to comfort all ſuch as are 
4 it by, theſe benefits thou ſhalt enjoy 

it. 

1 You ſhall ask what you will if it be 
according to Gods will, and for his glory) 
and it ſhall be done unto you, 70h15. J. 
which is an high priviledge; prayer is the 
wing of the ſoul, wherewith it flies up to 
heaven to Chriſt, it peirceth the clouds, it is 
a corner of heaven to a gracions ſoul, it hath 
a kind of omnipotency in it, it is the key of 
heaven gates to unlock them; this is a ſign 
of Gods great favour to yon, when he gtaci- 
euſly heares and grants y our ſuits; its a ſure 
ſi gn of an upright heart hating all ſin, P/alm 
Es, 1.8. If [regard iniquity in my heart the 
Lord will not hear me: verſe 19. But verily 
God hath heard me: therefore he might ſafely 
conclade, he regarded not iniquity in his 
heart: friends will ſay to one another, you 
Gall prevail with me ſooner than others ſhall; 
J will do more for you than for others, 
doubtleſs its a ſign you are good friends 
when. you find good hearing and grancing 
your prayers; ſo our Saviour cals them, 
friends, John 15.14,15- 


2. You ſhall abide in the love of God, 
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Tels 15. 10 If ye keep my commandements, 5 
Ball abide in my love, even as T have kept my 
Fathers commdements, and abiae in bis love: 
what greater happineſs can you deſire in this 
world ? you need not fear the malice and 
of devils and wicked men, you need nor 


fear famine, ſword peſtilence, poverty, ner 


death it ſelf , whileſt you abide in the love of 
God; his loving kindneſs will be betterto 
you than life, for in his love is life, yea, it is 
bettet than wine, his love will make every 
thing work together for your good, it will 
ſweeten croſſes and want to you; what if 
you looſe your outward eſtate, your liberty, 
your favour with the world, yea, your bodily 
life for Chriſt , yet your continuing in Gods 
love will make amends for all , it will repair 


your loſſes, renew your comforts, eſtabliſh 


your hearts in grace, and promote you to 
glory; you cannot be in a better condition, 
than to abide in che love of God. 

3. Chriſt will preſent you plorious to 
God, Epheſ. 5. 26, 27. That he might ſancti- 
fir and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of water, by 
the Word: that he might preſent it to himſelf 4 
gloriou Church, not having ſpot , or wrinkle 
or any ſuch thing; but that it ſhould be holy 
and without blemiſo ; as if he had ſaid, that 
ke might ſanctifie and cleanſe it by his 
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holy Spirit working in us, by his Wor 
by bis Sacrament 3 as tke Gay 
thereof, that he might preſent it to-himſelf a 
glorious Church, &c. Chriſt. preſents his 
Church to God at three ſeverabtimes. 

The firſt time was, when he was upon the 
croſs, 1 Peter 2, 24. Who bis own [elf bare on 
fans in his own body on the tree, &c. for he died 
for all the ele&, and the Lord laid upon him 
the iniquities-of them all: the merit of his 
bloud then ſhed, and the power of his death 
extends to all the elect from the beginning 
of the world to the end of it, and God look. 
upon them waſht, with that bloud; and recon, 
ciled to himſelf by his death. | 

The ſecond time is from his death tothe 
end of the world, now he is interceding in 
heaven, Roms. 8. 34. ho alſo maketh inter- 
cefſion for us: Chriſt is our interceſſour four 
waycs: 


I. By appearing for us in the fight of God 


Heby. 9. 24. he is gone before us to prepare 


a place for us, obs 14. 2. and Heby.6, 20 


Whether the fore · runner is for us entred , ev 


7eſns, &C. 

2. By the force of his ſacrifice once offer. 
ed to make full ſatisfaction to Gods juſtice; 
Hebr. 10 12, 14. Chriſt preſents his merics. 
35 a publick ſatisfaction for the debt of fin, 
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3nd as 2 publike price for the purchaſe of 

lety , or the juſtice of God was not to be 
Ficreared or pacified without a ſatisfaction, 
and therefore where Chriſt is called an Ad- 
vocate, he is called a propitiation too, 1 John 
2. 1. 3. becauſe he intercedes for us in the 
right and vertue of the price which he payed, 
for the Lord = not his Son, Row. 8. 32 
but dealt in the full rigour of his juſtice with 
* By bis conſtant will xhat for the merit 
of that ſacrifice , God would bepacified to 
wards the elect. Hebr. 10. 10. Jobs 17. 24. 

4. By the aſſent and agreement of the Fa- 
ther reſting in this will of his Son for us, Joba 
11.42 Math. 17.5. 8 

The third time is at the day Tjodgements 
when he will ſay , Behold I, and the children 
which thou haſt given me; then the dead in 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, then we which are alive 
and remain ſhall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air, and ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord; 
then pared 47 ſay to bis true Members, 
Ce ye bleſſed of my Father inherit the King- 
m as x69" for _ from the e 
the world: then ſhall true Chriſtians have 
boldneſs in the day of judgement, 1 Joby 4. 
17. loc arſe as he is ſo art we in th world: that 
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is, our hearts tell us, that we defire to be 
way conformable to his will, labouring to 
ards that holineſs and perfection which j 
n him; we are as Chrift was in this world 
when by the mortification of our fins were. 
preſent Chriſt dying for us, and by true bro. 
therly love we come as neer to him as we 
can. 

3. I told you in the third place, tha 
Chriſt waſherh us with his precious bloud: 
This Uſe ſtill ſerves to comfort all that be ſo 
waſhed ; theſe bleſſed priv iledges belong ti 

ou: 
g Firſt, its a ſure ſign that Jeſus Chriſt hath 
loved you, Revel. 1. 5. Unte him that bath le 
ved us, and waſped us in bi own blend: lhe 
had not loved thee, he would not have waſkt 
thee ; this is thy great honour and comfort, 
to be beloved of him; it is a true proverb, 
he is rich whom God loves, and poor who 
God hates; the love of Chriſt is better than 
wine, its the ground of all other comforts, 
thou needeft not fear the malice of devils, 
and wicked men, for the love of Chriſt can 
do more for thee , than their malice can do 
againſt chee, devils are mighty, wicked men 
are mighty, and ſinnes are mighty, but Chrift 
is Almighty, for he is God over all bleſſed 


for ever, neither can any thing ſeparate 
thee 
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thee from his love, Rem 8. laft. 

2. A ſecond priviledge is, thou art a ſpirt- 
tual King and a Prieſt, Revel. 1. 6. And bath 
wade us King, and Pricfts unto God and hn 
Father: that is, as he redeemed us by 
his bloud, ſo he hath regenerated us by his 
Spirit, 1 Johr 5. 6, and made us Kings do rule 
over the devil, the world and the fleſh, and 
prieſts to offer up to God the perſonal ſacri- 
fice of our ſclves, Row. 12. 1, the verbal ſa- 
crifice of praiſe, and teall ſacrifice of almes, 
Hebr. 1 3. 15, 16. whatthough thy outward 
eſtate de mean and low, thou art nothing ſer 
by. yet thou art honourable, becauſe thou art 
precious in Gods fight, Eceleſ, 10.7, have 
ſeen ſervants upon horſes, and Princes walking 
« ſervants upon the earthzy et they are Princes 
ſtill. ſor the righteous, though he be low and 
contemned. is better than his rich neighbour 
chat is wicked and leud, though the world 
look upon thee with ſcorn and hatred, yet 
God and his gloyfous Angels behold thee 
with delight, for the Lord rakes pleaſure in 
them that fear him, in thoſe that hope in his mer- 
cy, Plalm 147. 11. 

3. A third priviledge is, thou ſhalt ſerve 
and glorifie God in an acceptable manner, 
Hebr. 9.14. How much more ſhall the blond of 
Cirift, who throwgh the eternal Spirit ( tha - is 

is 
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hisGodhead ) offered himſelf without 
Ged, purge A —— * dead — 


table manner: Nevel. 7. 14, 15. Theſe are thy 
which came ont of great tribulation , and have 
waſhed their robes , and made tbem whit in ti 
bland of the Lambe : therefore are they befwe 
tbe throne of Gad, and ſerve him day and nigh 
in bis Temple; and he that fitteth on the throu 
ſoall dwell among them: that as the waters of 
the Sea, though they be ſalt and brackiſh in 
their own nature, yet by running through the 
veines of the earth looſe their brackiſhnek,, 
and become pure and ſweet; ſo though om 
ſervice we perform to God be weak and pol- 
lated with ſin, yet being preſented through 
the interceſſion of Chriit,and perfumed with 
his merit, it becomes pleaſant and acceptable 
to God; and that as David loved lame Ade 
phibeſpeth for fonothans ſake, even ſo will 
God takein good part thy weak ſervice fot 
Chriſts ſake. 
4. I told you in the fourth place, that 
Chriſt — us wich the ſaving grace of 
the holy Ghoſt : This Uſe ſtil} ſerves to com- 
fort all ſuch whom he hath thus waſhed. - 
For firſt, he will give thee a new and 
tender heart, Exel, 36. 25, 26. Then wil | 
ſprinkle clean water nn you , and ye bal be 


cle a, 


to ſerve the living God? namely, in an accey. | 
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clean frem all jour filthinoſi, and from all your 


idols nul I cleanſe you : anewheart alſo will 1 


\ give you,ard a new ſpir it will Tput within you; 


and 1 will take away the ſtony heart ont of your 
fiiſh,and 7 will give yin an heart of fleſh: This 
is an excellent fruit of his ſpiritual waſbir, 
you; it is a greater bleſſing than a houte ful 
of gold : David earneſtly defired God to 
create a Clean heart in him: happy forever 
art thou that haſt a tender heart, forthy ſer- 
vice performed to God will be pleaſing to 
him, thou art freed from the dominion and 
damnat ion of ſin, thou art more fearſul to 
offend God, and more careful to pleaſe him 
than others, | 

2. Now thou ſhalt be able to walk in 
Gods wayes,and to keep his Statutes; verſe 
27. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes , and ye ſhall 
heep my judgements , and do them: I his is a 
great happineſs, for the waye;of the Lord are 
right, and the juſt hall walk in them, but the 
tran{greſſours ſhall fall therein, Hoſea 14. 9. 
and bleſſed is every one that feareth the 
Lord, that walketh in his wayes, for theſeare 
wayes of pleaſantneſs, and paths of peace; 
carnal people know not theſe wayes, neither 
canthey walk in them , but God hath given 


thee life to walk in them without wearineſs 
| H and 
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and fainting, for the way of the Lord is 
ſtrengch to the upright ; now thou walkeſt 
with God, and to God thou ſhalt go at thy 
latter end. 


3. God will be thy God, and will bleſs 


thee, Exch, 36. 28, 29. And ye ſhall del in 


the land that I gave ts your fathers , and yr 
all be my people, and 1 will be your God: J 
will alſo ſave you from all your uncle auneſſes, 
and 1 will call for the corn, and will increaſe it, 
and lay no famine upon yen. He is God Al- 
mighty, and can do more for you than you 
can ask or think; he is God infinitely mer- 
ciful and pittiful, and therefore will do more 
for you, than any enemy can do againſt you: 
if vou have him to be your God , what can 
you deſire more? he is the God of all grace, 
mercy and glory, all happineſs is in him, he 
is the fountain of all bleſſedneſs, happy is 
that people that is in ſuch a caſe, happy is that 
people whoſe God is the Lord. 

5- told you in the fifth place, that Chriſt 
waſheth us by gentle corrections ſanctified to 
us : This Uſe ſtill ſerves to comfort all that 
be cleanſed by afflitions ſanctified to 
them. 

For firſt , Chriſt will keep thee ſafe in tlie 
midſt of great calamities and dangers ; thou 
ſhalt be medii tranquillus in undis: Job 5. 
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20, 21, 22. In famine ht Mall redeem thee from 
deut h, and in war from the powey of the ſword : 
thou ſhalt be hid from the [conrge of the tongur, 
neither ſhalt thou be afraid of deftrultion when 
it com#th : at deſtruction and famine thou ſhals 
laugh; neither ſhalt thou be afraid of the beaſts 
of the earth: He will ſhew his power moſt, 
in preferviag thee when thou art expoſed to 
extream calamities ; as he kept the Iſraelites 
at the red ſea, the three Children in the fiery 
furnact, Daniel in the Lions den; and though 
Chriſt works not miracles ordinarily now, 
yet he can preſerve thee by ordinary means, 
as well as by miraculous meanes; let. the 
meanes be what it will be, yet thou haſt the 
ſame almighty power and fidelity of Chriſt to 
ave thee. | : 

2. Thou ſhalt have peace with his crea- 
tures, fob 5. 23. For thou ſhalt be in league 
with the ſtones of the field, andthe beaſts of the 
field ſhall be at peace with thee: that is, all 
creatures, who are ingaged in the quarrels of 
their Maker, ſhall now ſtand in good terms 
wich thee, and joyn together to thy uſe and 
ſeryice ; the bleſſed Angels have a charge 
too keep thee in all thy wayes, P/alm 91. fo 
they delivered Lot out of Sodom, and Peter 
out of priſon, they ſaved Jacob from Eſau; 
The ſtarres in their courſes fought againſt 
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Siſera, and helped Deborah and Barak, Judges 
4, and 5. the waters of the red Sea gave Way 
to the Iſraelites to paſſe over ſafely : now 
ou are at peace with the maſter of the fa- 
mily , all his ſervants ſhall be at your ſer- 
vice. 

3. Thou ſhalt know that thy tabirxacle ſpall 
be in peace, and thou ſhalt viſit thy habitation 
and ſhalt net ſin, fob 5.24. that is, thy fa- 
mily ſhall live peaceably with thee , and one 
with another, all thine ſhall be ſafe, and all 
thou haſt ſhall proſper ; thou ſhalt look into 
the ſtate of thy family, requiring an account 
of thy children and ſervants, how they have 
carried themſelves, and how things commit- 
ted to them proſper ; and thou ſhalt not be 
deceived of thine expectation, but ſhalt find 
things as thou thinkeſt, and as thou wouldeſt 
have it, and that thine have been faithful, and 
thy affairs proſperous. 

4. Thou ſhalt know alſe, that thy ſerd fpall 
be great, and thine eff-ſpring a4 the graſs of the 
earth, Feb 5. 25. that is, thou ſhale live to ſee 
thy childrens children, and ſhalt leave a great 
poſterity behind thee like the graſs on the 
earth,for a good man being in covenant with 
God, leaves Gods bleſſing for a legacy to his 
children,when wicked men leave Gods curſe 
£0 theirs, 

5. Thou 
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. Thaw ſhalt come to thy grave in a full 

age, lib 45 4 ſnrch, of corn cometh in in bis ſea- 
ſon : that is, as full ripe corn is made into 
ſhocks, and carried into the birn, fo thou 
ſhalt die in peace, and ſhalt not be as wicked 
men, cut off in their ſins, thy laſt day ſhall be 
thy beſt day, and the day of thy death will 
be better than the day of thy birth ; whoſo- 
ever cloſeth thy bodily eyes at thy diſſo luti- 
on, the eye of thy ſoul ſhall ſee Chriſt in his 
glory; whoſoever bears thy body to burial, 
the bleſſed Angels ſhall bear thy ſoul to hea- 
ven. 
—Dſe. 3. For direction. I told you in the 
firſt place, that C hriſt waſheth us by bap- 
tiſme: This Uſe ſerves to direct us how to 
get our ſoules waſht by bap:iſre. 

Firſt, remember what a ſolemn promiſe 
we made in our baptiſme, and how often we 
break it; this will bz a good meanes to 
humble us, and to make us more Carefull to 
keep our covenant 

2. Repeat for the frequent breach of it, 
elſe it will lie very heavy upon your conſci- 
ences at the hour of death, we would be a- 
ſhamed to break our peace ſo often with 
man, as we have done with God; let Gods 
faithfulneſs to us make us be aſhamed of our 
per fidior ſneſs to him. 
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3. Labour to feel the efficacy of your 
baptiſme, by faith in Chriſt indeavour to feel 
corruption mortified rhrough the power of 
Chriſts death, and your ſoul quickened with 
grace through the ſpiritual efficacy of his 
reſurrection, then you put on Chriſt te your 
eternal comfort. 

2. I told you in the ſecond place, that 
Chriſt waſheth us by his Word: This Ule 
ſtill ſerves to direct us how to get our ſoules 
waſht by it. H 

_ Firſt, We muſt hide it in our hearts, P/alm 
119. 11. Thy word have I bid in my heart, that 
J might not ſin againſs thee: and when it 
cleanſeth thy heart, which is the fountain, 
then it will cleanſe thy words and actions 
ſtreaming from it. 

2. Hear it with a purpoſe to practiſe it, 
Pſalm 119. 33. Teach me, O Lord, the way of 
thy ſtatutes, and 1 ſhall krep it unto the end: 
verſe 34. Give me underſtanding, and I ſhall 
keep thy law, yea, 1 ſhall obſerve it with my 
whole heart: what good will the belt meat 
do to an hungry man if he eat it not? Or 
what good will an excellent plaiſter do to a 
wounded man if he apply it not? So what is 
a man better for hearing and reading Gods 
Word if he do it not? Micah 2. 7. Do not 
my words goed to him that walketh rte 
ny ut 
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but if he walk not uprightly, they are not like 
to do him good. 

3. Make uſe of it upon all occafions,then 
as Chriſt ſaid, 70% 15. 3. ye ſhall be clean 
through the word ſpoken to you : obey the 
precepts of it, apply the promiſes, and ſtand 
in awe of the threatenings, that your profi- 
ting may appear to all: live by the rules of it, 
walk in the light of it, that you may be ſuch 
as God would have you. 

3. I told you in the third place, that Chriſt 
waſheth us by the merit of his precious 
bloud: This Uſe ſtill ſerves to direct us how 
to get our ſoules waſhed by it; that muſt be 
by faith, Rom. 3. 25. Whom God hat h ſet forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in bz bloud, to 
declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of 
fins that are paſt, through the forbearance of 
God. We read in the New Teſtament, how 
our bleſſed Saviour healed many that belei- 
ved in him; there is mighty efficacy in a true 
lively faith, to cleanſe the ſoul by applying 
the merit and efficacy of Chriſts bloud; be- 
leive ſtedfaſtly in the Lord Jeſus with all your 
beart, and you ſhall find the ſtrengt h of fin 
dying in you. 

4. I told you inthe fourth place, that 
Chriſt waſheth us with the ſaving graces of 
his holy Spirit: This Uſe ſtill ſerves to direct 
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us how to get our ſoules thus waſhed, 
PFirſt, Get a clear fight of the worth and 
neceſſity of them, then you will pray to 
Chriſt with Peter, Lord, waſh not my feet enely, 
but alſo my hands and my head: there is no de- 
fire of a thing unknown; grace is ſo exceed- 
ingly ſweet and lovely, that the ſpiritual ſight 
of it will ſet the heart a longing afcer 
5 | 

2. Hunper and thirſt exceedingfervent- 
ly after grace, and you ſhall be ſatified and 
waſhed : Chriſt is very bountiful of his bleſ- 
ſings now he is in glory; for Revel. 22. 17, 
he freely invites us, And let every one that is a 
thirſt,come ; aud whoſoever will, let him take 
the waters of life freely: The more you thirſt | 
after theſe living waters, the faſter will they 
flow 1nto you. | 

3. Labour to grow in theſe graces, that 
you may be perfect as your heavenly Father 
is perfect, and holy, as he that calleth you is 
holy; think not that a ſtock of grace at your 
converſion, without daily growth, will beat 
you out to your latter end, as many in their 
yourh provide worldly riches enough to 
maintain them in their old age; you muſt be 
alxayes adding to your ſtock ; if a child were 
no bigger attwenty yeares old than when its 
new born, how could it help it ſelf? wo 

8 : cou 
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could it maintain it ſelf? defend it lelf a- 
gainſt dangers ? ſo if you grow no better 
after the receit of Gods abundant mercies, 
and in particular,under the plentiful meanes 
of prace,how will you be able to ſerve, pleaſe 
and glorifie Ged ? how will you be able to 
ſuffer for Chriſt ? to work out your ſalvation 
with fear and trembling ? therefore grow in 
grace, and then you ſhall be more clean from 
iniquity. | | 

5. I told you in the fifth place, that Chriſt 
waſheth us by afflictions ſanctified to us. This 
Uſe ſtill ſerves to direct us how to get our 
ſelves waſhed by them. 

Firſt, Labour to know the right cauſe of 
them ; this courſe is preſcribed in Lamen. 3. 
39, 40. Wherefore dot a living man complain, 
a man for the puniſhment of hs fins? Let us 
ſearch and try our wajes, and turn again to the 
Lord: that is, let us not repine at Gods hand 
in correcting us, but let us ſearch and try our 
wayes to find out our ſins; our perſonal and 
particular failings, which provoked God to 
afflict us; this courſe if we take, we may find 
cauſe enough in our ſelves to juſtifie Gods 
righteous hand in afflicting us. 

2. Let afflictions drive thee to repen- 


- tance, to makethee a partaker of Gods holi- 


neſs, Hebr, 12, 10. But he for our profit, that 
| | we 
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we might be partakers of his holineſs : then they 
are ſanctified to thee, and will tend to the 
health of thy ſoul, as phyſick that works kind- 
ly proves healchful to the body: let croſſes 
make thee more penitent, more holy, more 
heavenly,more upright, then it will be com- 
fortable to thee in thy latter end. 

3. Pour out earneſt prayers, and hearty 
ſuites to God in miſeries : this courſe Gods 
people took formerly, 1/a5ah 26. 16, Lord. 
in trouble they have viſited thee ; they poured 
out a prayer when thy chaſtening was upon them: 
pray to our Redeemer ro be with thee in all 
afflictions, never to leave thee to thine on 
weakneſs, nor to the will of thine enemies; 
beſeech him to mitigate thy miſeries, to ſan- 
ctiſie them to thee, to cauſe them to yeild thee 
the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs, to teach 
thee to make an holy uſe of them, and to give 
thee a gracious iſſue out of them in his good 
time, then you may ſay as Pſalm 49.5. Where- 
fore fhauld I fear in the day's of evill, when 
the iniquity of my heels ſhall compaſſe me 

owt ? 

Some may object, hat, is there not cauſe to 
fear when the iniquities of our heeles compaſs ws 
abont ? 

But Ianſwer: That the word in the origi- 


nal Y which is tranſlated heels, miy as 
* nifie 
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nifie ſapplanters,and is read interrogatively, 
thus, ſhall the iniquity or malice of my cne- 
mies compaſs me about? ſhall they have 
their will upon me ? his meaning is, they ſhall 
not; and the words following in verſes 6, 7. 
favour this ſenſe. Uſe all theſe meanes to be 
waſhed from your iniquities, that you may 
have part with Chriſt ; let the world plod, 
carke and care for profit, p'cafure and pre- 


| ferment (che worldly mans Trinity) as ever 


you hope and deſite to fee the face of Chriſt 
to your comfort, andto live with him eter- 
nally, I beſeech you now and ever to think of 
theſe things, for if Chꝛiſt waſh you not, you 
have no part with him. 


<_—_ — 


Text, PSALM. 4. 3. 


But know that the Lord hath ſet anavt him 
that is g:dly for himſelf. 


— Lis Pfalm was penned by David, 

as the title prefixed ſhewes, and 
was by him commmitted to the 
cheif Muſician on NV: gizzth,to be 
ſung incite publike ſervice at the 
Tabernacle, and afterwards at the Tempe; 
for among them that wete appointed to ling 
the Pſalmes, and to play onthe Inſtruments, 
one Was appointed cheif, to ſet the tune, and 
to begin, h had the charge, becaule he was 
moſt excellent, a: you may (ce in 1 C enn. 15. 
21. 
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21. and 23. 4. forthe word Negincth , the 
odly and learned lights of the Church, un- 
Ferfiang it ta be meant of muſical inſtru- 
ments, and ig particular, of ſtringed inſtru- 
ments, which were played on wich the hand 
onely, as Harps and Cymbals, Nebiloth were 
wind inſtruments; in thoſe dayes the prieſts 
and Levites uſed divers muſical inſtruments 
in Gocs xerſhip,and that onely in the Tem- 
ple at fer»ſalem , (not in the Countrey Sy- 
nagogues ) both to cheer vp, and to (tir up 
the attention and affection of the hearers to 
the duties then in band, and to typifie the 
ſweet ſpiritual melody and comfort Chriſti. 
ans (all have by Chriſt and his glorious Go. 
ſpel now in the New Teſtament; therefore 
thoſe muſical inſtruments in Gods worſhip, 
were part of the ceremonial Law, ( being 
uſed in the Temple, which wasa type of 
Chriſts body, ob 2.19, 20. 21.) and there- 
fore ought not to be uſed in the Goſpel- 
worſhip now adayes, becauſe the ceremonial 
Law was aboliſhed by Chriſt , therefore we 
muſt not revive it; alſo becauſe tbe Primitive 
Church never uſed ſuch mvſick in Gods wor- 
ſhip. eAnſtin conceives that David penned 
all the Pſalms, but that is not like; thoſe 
Palms which he made have his name prefix- 
ed in their title, yer ſome Pſalms which have 
no 
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no titles prefixed , were made by David. a; 
the ninety fifth Pſalm, verſe 7, 8. compared 
with Heby. 4. 7. where its proved, that David 
ma de that pſalm, and its probable he made 
more Pſalms that want titles prefixed, The 
Pſalms are not placed in order as they were 
made , but as they were found by Ezra the 
Scribe, after the Jews returned from the Ba- 
bylonian captivity : the 73. Pſalm verſe 20. 
faith,7 be prayers of David the Son of Jeſſe are 
endra; that was the laſt Pſalm that David 
made, but was there placed as it was found: 
the 144 Pſalm (as the learned conceive,and 
probably ) was the firſt Pſalm that David 
made, do praiſe God after he returned from 
the ſlaughter of Goliah, though it be placed 
towards the latter end of the Pſalmes, for it 
was placed there, as it was found, not when it 
was made. I bis Pſalm ( as ſome conceive) 
d made by David, when he prayed for de- 
liverance from Saul, when he and his Army 
had almoſt compaſſed David in the wilder- 
neſs of Nen, 1 Sam. 23. 25. 28, the pur- 
pole of David in this Pſalm was, to ſhew his 
confidence in God for ſafety, when his ene- 
mies troubled him; and this confidence he 
ſhewed by three effects. 

I. By a general deprecation of the danger 


which was near him, verſe 1. | 
2, By 
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2. By a graveexpoſtulationwith, and in- 
ſtruction of his enemies, ver. 2, 3,4, 5. 

3. By a ſolemn profeſſion of his depen- 
dance on God alone, ver.6,7,8. 

In his ſpeech to his enemies are the words 
of my Text, which are a teaſon moving them 
to deſiſt from their purpoſe of abuſing Da- 
vida nd turning his glory into ſhawe, verſe 5. 
as if be had ſaid, O ye proud enemies, that 
pride your ſelves in the favour and counte- 
nance of Saul. how long will ye vainly indea- 
vour to diſappoint that glory, that regal dig- 
nity, which God hath by his Prophet fore · 

omiſed unto mo? which reaſon is drawn 
from the cauſe of that glory which they op- 
poſed, which was Gods decree, whereby this 
dignity was conferred on David: in which 
words are : 

1. An Admonition, Jut know. 

2. A Propoſition, having the nature of a 
Promiſe, That the Lord hath ſet apart him that 
1 godly for himſelf : Hence obſerve. 


Dot. That God hath ſet every godly man 
apart for himſelf : 2 Tim 2.21. If a man 
therefore purge bimſelf from theſe, 
he ſhall be a veſſel unts honour, ſancti- 
fied and meet for the Maſters ufe , and 

prepared unto every good work. 1 Per. 
2.9 
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2.9. But ye are a choſen Generation, 


a royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, . 


peculiar People, &c, 


Reaſ. Becauſe every godly man is a god- | 


like man, he hath part of God in him, the 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament ſhew his bandy work , butevery 
godly man ſhewes forth the vertues of him 
that called him out of darkneſs to maryel. 
loas light; he ſhines with che beames of 
Gods Spirit, and is a partaker of the divine 
nature, therefore he followes God as a dear 
child: Parents by nature beget children like 
themſelves, much more will God by regene- 
ration make his children like himſelf: a god- 
ly man reſembles his heavenly Father, for 
where God loves, he loves, where God hates, 
he hates : Nature cannot ſtamp Gods image 
upon him, for he is a heaven-born Crea- 
ture. 

2. Becauſe every godly man ſets his heart 
upon God, the ſtream of his affectione runs 
to him, his heart opens to him, as the Mari- 
gold to the Sun: in what condition ſoever 
he is, his heart is ſtill with God, and he er ies 
with the Prophet, Pala 71. hom have 1 
in heaven but thee ? and there is none «pon tarth 


thas 1 defire befides thee ; Proſperity drawes 
him 
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him not, adverſity drives him not from 
God, he is no vaſſall to fin, Satan, or the 
world, | 
13. Becauſea podly man indeavours to d0 
every thing that God commands him, accar- 

ding te his knowledpe and abillity, he makes 
Gods will the rule of his, and his word the 
rule of his life: God puts every godly man 
into a general and particular calling, and 
teacheth him how to behave himſelf in 
theſe callings; this makes him a man after 
Gods own heart, as David for this cauſe was 
ſo called, Ad, 13:22. oe 11 

4. Becauſe m_ godly man is Gods 
factour, he lies ligier for God, as Merchant 
have their factors beyond ſea, to lie ligier 
for them , to truck and barter for them, ſo 
doth every godly man for God, he trades for 
him all he can, Rom. 14. 8. For whether we 
live, we live untothe Lord: and whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord: Phillip. 1.21. For te 
we to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain: thit is, 
the end and ſcope of my life is to honour and 
exalt Chriſt. 

5. Becanſe a godly man is beft fitted and 
prepared for Gods work and ſervice ; he is 
one of Gods peculiar people, aluus of good 
works,Titzs 2. 14. Gods work is a pure and 


cleanly work, and ſhould be done with pure 
| I hearts 


{ (2:14 ) 

hearts andciennbands; inche time of LAG. 
Ji Law, the Prieſts analy might offer ſacri- 
fice, and before they did it they might waſh 
abeir bodies: agadly man 55 waſht with 
dhe bl ud i htiſt, aod the grace of the hol 
Ghoſt; by x ertue whereof heis the ficreſt to 
Hd Gods work: it is nor for flovenly elo 
ta 'W on great men, the work of the de- 
vil is. bu, naſty d be aſtliy , 
men delight in it, and are the fitteſt: for 


6. Mecauſe anely the heart of a g 
man will bow and bend to Cad won nd 
a2y0rkacquizing much labour and ſelf-den i- 
ul one muſt ſtpop'low to take up this bur. 
dn he chat loves God truly, loves hin 
with all his heart and ſtrength, oneiy the 
godly man doch tbis: he chat ferves God 
truly, is fervent in ſpirit , ſerving the Lord, 
ans man doth this: he that keeps 
ods Commandements aright, bach reſpect 
to alldqus Cammandementz, and Gods Com- 
mandements are not griæ vous to him, onely 
the godly man doth this. The Jews ſay, there 
bechice hufidred ſixty five negative precepts 
in the Law according to the number of dayes 
in the year.; and two hundred forty eight 
affirmative commanding Cr py 


to the number of in g mans bod, 
whereby 


wicked 
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whereby they would ſignifie, that we muſt 
no day do thoſe things which God hath for- 
bidden; and that with all the bones and 
members of our body we muſt do all thoſe 
| things which God hath commanded , onely 
the godly man endeavdurs and defires to do 
this. 

J. Becauſe God can truſt none but the 
godly man, for the godly manis the faithful 
an; let an hypocrite have exceſfent parts 
of knowledge, he will ſetup himſelf, and 
ſeek his own ends, as the Phariſees, Mat. 6. 
cave almes, prayed and faſted, but didall to 
be ſeen of men; like an idle unfaithful ſer- 
vant, that works one hour for his maſter, and 
two for himſelf : but the godly man reſolyes 
to defend Gods cauſe tothe utmoſt 'of his 
power, and to bring all the glory he can to 
God : Numb. 12.7. Moſes was ſaid to he 
faithful in all Gods houſe, the Martyrs 
would not for fear or favourof the world 
berray Gods cauſe, but parted with their 
lives, liberties and eftates to glorifie Jeſus 

Chriſt. PAY 
8. Becauſe none will doe Gðds work ſo 
well as the godly man, none have ſo much 
care to pleaſe God as he; hypocrites ubber 
over the Lords work; in prayer they draw 
near to God with their lips, but their hearts 
K are 
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are far from him ; when they hear his Word, 
their hearts goe after their covetouſneſs; in 
receiving the Lords Supper, they diſcern not 
the Lords body, but receive onely the out- 
ward ſigns: but a godly man prayes in pray- 
er as Elias did, ame, 5 17. aegnw yh aey- 
owZean . his heart is fixed with David, truſt- 
ing inthe Lord: in hearing the Word, his 
| keart burnes with holy zeal in him, he will be 
careful and ſtudious both to hearthe Word 
and doit: inreceiving the Lords Supper, he 
will examine himſelf before he eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup : he will doe 
Gods work according to Gods will, 

Uſe. The Uſes 1 ſhall ſpin out of the 
Reaſons : the firſt reaſon is , Becauſe eve 
godly man is a god-like man: the firſt Uſe 

pringing out of this Reaſon, will be far con- 
ſolation to all that be truly godly;its ground 
of great comfort to thee that thou art like to 
God ; now thou mayeſt be aſſured of Gods 
dear love, that he hath loved thee with an 
everlaſting love, which is better than life: 
likeneſs is the cauſe of love, this godlineſsis 
an infallible fruit of thine election, and once 
elected, alwayes beloved: as earthly parents 
moſt affect thoſe children which reſemble 
them molt , ſo will thy heavenly Father ex- 


ceedingly love thee for being ſo like to him * 
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the world derides and hates thee for godli- 
neſs, but be not dejected, for godlineſs will 
de thine eternal honour and comfort. 

2. It may ſerve for admonition; take heed 
of deſpiſing any man for being like ro God, 
for in deſpiſing him for godlineſs you deſpiſe 
God, becauſe godlineſs is his image. 

Many excuſe themſelves, and ſay, they hate 
not a godly man for his godlineſs, but for his 
hypocriſie. 

I anſwer: 1. Why doeſt thou not hate 
hypecriſie in thy ſelf, and in others, who 
make no ſhew of godlineſs, but live in hypo- 
criſie, and openly declare it? 

2. Godlineſs with ſome hypocriſie is bet- 
ter than hypocriſie without any godlineſs at 
all; as corn with ehaffe is better than chaffe 
without corn; gold with dreſs is better than 
droſs without gold; you have more reaſon 
to love and konour them for their godlineſs, 
than to hate them for hypocrifie , becauſe 
they hate hypocriſie and ftrive againſt 

it, but they love godlineſs, and labour to 
grow in it. | 

3. It may ſerve to exhort you all to en- 
deavour to be like to God in godlineſs both 
in heart andlife. 

Conſider 1. what an honour it will be to 


you, it will make your memories bleſſed, 
| I 3 when 
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when the names of the wicked ſhall tot: ye- 
ry honeurableand precious to this day are 
the names of Abrabam for faith, Moſes for 
meekneſs, 7o/eph for chaſtity, 70h for pati- 
ence, Devid for zeal, Daniel for integrity of 
life, Paul for love to Chriſt, Peter and Mag- 
dales for godly ſorrow. 

2. Conſider what a comfort it will be to 
your conſciences, when you follow God as 
dear children, ſo that God is in you of a 
trath : it was a greater comfort te bleſſed 
Hez:ckiah, that he had walked before God in 
truth with a perfect heart, than that he was 
honourable and wealthy: none have ſo much 
cauſe to rejoyce and to be of good chear as 
the godly man, for he is the friend ef God, 
his fins are pardoned , Chriſt is his treaſure, 
the holy Ghoft is his Comforter, and heaven 
is his 1nheritance: P/alm 32.11. Be glad in 
the Lord, and rejoyce ye righteous; and ſbout for 
Joy all ye that are upright in heart. 

Tſe 2. I told you the ſecond reaſon was, 
becauſe every godly man ſets bis heart upon 
God: The Ules ariſing out of this Reaſon, 
ſerve, firſt, for information, to let us ſee the 
reafon why Gods children enjoy ſach preci- 
ous peace of conſcience, and rejoyce with 

joy unſpeakable and full of glory z, namely, 
becauſe they ſer their hearts on God, _ 
2272 N their 
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cheir entice love to hit If affirrs them of 
bis eternal lo te them; Prov: 8. 17. 71964 
them that love n: Hot this'is the principal 
ground of true peace and joy: wortdly fa. 
vour makes carnal pebpſe tierty outwardly. 
and feeds them wirb vaim Hopes; - Wang Kt 
chem build Cafitesic the ur, tid puts tem 
into a fooles patadiſe; but the affuratice of 
Gods love fills the heart of the uprigſit with 
ſuch joy as no mam can take from them, ohn 
16. 21. wicked men way take their lives m 
them, their eſtates from them, their Hberty 
from them, but true peace and joy they can- 
not take from them, for they ſet their hearts 
on the God of hope, who fills them with joy 
and peace. 

2. It may inform us one reaforrwhy Gods 
children will not be drawn away from him 
and his wayes, becauſe their hearts are ſer up- 
on God, and they account it their beſt way 
to draw near to God : alf the wealth [and 
konour of Fgyp? could not draw Adoſesfrom 
God and his People; the King of Babylon 
with all his power,terrour,and pollicy could 
not make the three Children worſhip his 
ot nor reſtrain Daniel from praying to 


3. Ie ſerves to exhort you all to get you 
hearts fixed on God, let 9 
I 41 im 
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him in as ample a manner as you can, let your 
love be ſo hotas many waters cannot never 
quench it, nor flouds drown it. | 

To move you to it, conſider, firſt, how infi- 
nitely amiable and perfect God is; when you 
underſtand, that from eyerlaſtingto everla- 
ſting he is God, without beginning, mutati- 
on and end, ſtrive to love this eternal God: 
when you conſider that God fils heaven and 
earth, yea, inhabiteth eternity, no place can 
comprehend his incomprehenſible eſſence, 
ſet your ſelves to love this omni- preſent 
God: when you ſee how eaſily, powerfull 
and wiſcly God made heaven and earth wi 
all thiogs elſe, ſtrive to love this omnipotent 
God: when you ſee how God pitties, re- 
leives and ſuccours his people in their miſe- 
ry, and gives them help in their time of need, 
O ” your heattieſt love upon this merciful 
God. 

2. Confider how eternally and uachange- 
ably be hath loved thee, ferem. 31. 3. {have 
loved thee with ax everlaſting love : before 
thou waſt born he loved thee, yea, when thou 
waſt his enemy he loved thee, and he will love 
thee for ever, nothing in this world, nor in 
the world to come, ſhall ſeparate thee from 
his love. 

3. Conſi dex what comfort thou ſhalt have 


by 
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dy loving God, 1 fob» 4.16. God is love, and 
he that awelleth in love, dnelleth in G:d, ana God 
i» him: happy is that ſeul that hath ſuch a 
gueſt, for God will make any place a heaven 
to it: Prov. 8. 17. I love them that love me: 
thy true love to him will aſſure thee of his 
love to thee, which worldly wealth and ho- 
nour cannot do, Pſalm 91.14. Becauſe he 
hath ſet his love upon me, therefore will I deliver 
him: God will be thy defence againſt dan» 
ger, he will be a wall of fire about chee. Nom. 
8. 28. Aud we know that all things work to- 
ether for good, to them that love God : nothing 

Il fall out amiſs to thee, but God by his 
wiſdom and power will give thee an holy 
comfortable uſe of all mercies, with an holy 
uſe of, and a comfortable iſſue out of all mi- 
ſeries. 

Uſe. 3 I told you the third Reaſon was, 
becauſe the godly man indeavours te do eve- 
ry thing that God commands him: The Uſes 
ſpringing out of this reaſon ſerve, firſt, to in- 
form us, the reaſon why the godly man is a 
man after Gods own heart,namely, becauſe 
he ſets himſelf to do all Gods will; tor this 
cauſe David was ſo called, Ad, 13. 22. / 
have found David the ſon of Jefle, 4 man after 
mine own heart, which ſhall fulfil all my will, 
O that every one of us had an heart to — = 

ods 


——_— nw K— —_ 


: 
* 
- | 


(222) 
Gods will, then we ſhould: be ſuch as God 
would have us tobe; a hypocrite: doth hut 
ſome part of Gods commands, therefore he 
1snot a man after Gods own heart, * 
2. It informes us one Reaſortis, why God 
ſo williagly keares and grants the prayers of 
his people, that is, becauſe they indeavour to 
do all Gods commands, 1 John 3.22. And 
whatſoever we atk, we receive of him, becauſe 
we keep his commandement , and do thoſe things 
which are pleafing is hy fight: Humanity 
teacheth friends to grant one anthers ſuits, 
when they pleaſe one another, much more 
will the Gad of nature, grace and gloty, gra- 
ciouſly anaſwer the prayers of his people chat 
ſtudy co pleaſe him. 

2. It ſerves to exhort us to endeavour to 
do all that God requires us to do. 

Metives. 1. All bis commands are holy, 
Juſt and good, Rem. 7. 12. Prov. 30 5. Er- 
ry word of God i pure: though carnal nature 
may cavil againſt ſome of Gods commands 
becauſe they croſſe it, yet there is no defect 
in them, but che Law of the Lord is pertect. 

2. To de all Gods will is the ready way 
10 proſperity, 7b 36. 11. If they obey and 
ſerve him, they ſhall ſpend their dayes in proſpe= 
rity,and their ytares in pleaſures: God is 


belt Maſter to ſerve, his work is the beſt, and 
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his pay is the beſt: And above all Gods com. 
mandements , I exhort you all te keep the 
Lords day holy, becauſe he in the fourth 
Commandement bids us remember to keep it 
hily. 2. Becaufe in Iſaiah 58.13, 14. he makes 
it an excellent way of honouring him , and 
promiſeth ſpiritual and temporal proſperity 
to ſuch as do it; but if that place be meant of 
an extraordinary Sabbath, that is, a faſt ap- 
pointed by man, then doubtleſs the Lord 
would have us much more keep holy the or- 
dinary Sabbath appointed by God. 

If any object, Col. 2. 16. Let no man there- 
fore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in reſpect 
of an holy day, or of the new mon, or of the Sab - 
bath dayes ? verſe 17. which are 4 foadew 
of things to come, &c. 

I anſwer, he meanes, he would not have 
them obſerve the Jewiſh ceremonial Sab. 
baths of dayes, as the three great feafts, Paſs- 
over, Pentecoſt, and Tabetnacles, and the 
feaſt of blowing the trumpets, and the feaſt 
of expiation ; he would not have them ob- 
ſerve the Sabbath of yeares,which was every 
ſeventh year, Levit. 25.4,5,6, nor the Sab- 
bath of ſevens of years, the Jubile, verſe 8, 
9,10, 11. which returned every fiftieth year, 
bnt he ſpeaks not here of the Sabbath day 
that is morall: 1. Becauſe the word is in the 
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plural number,Sabbaths. 2, Ifhe had meant 
the moral Sabbath, and conſequently the 

Lords day now obſerved, then it would fol- 
low, that it is unlawful to obſerve the Lords 
day, now under the Goſpel, for an holySab. 
bath to God, becauſe he ſaith, Let no man 
judge or condemne you in meat or drink,, &c, 
Where Paul ſhews, that we are delivered 
from the bondage of the obſervation as of 
meats, ſo now of Sabbaths. But ſuch as op- 
poſe the morality of the Sabbath, hold it not 
unlawful to obſerve a Sabbath now, but one- 
ly indifferent and arbitrary: likewiſe the A. 
poſtles kept the Lords day. John 20.19. Als 
20 7. I Cor. i 6.2. therefore che Sabbath day 
was mutable from the laſt day to the firſt day 
of the week, and that by the authority and 
power of Chriſt, for he is Lord of the Sab- 
bath, and he onely hath power to appoint and 
change it, which it is Iike he opened to his 
Diſciples, A#s 1.3. or if the Apoſtles altered 
it, they did it by authority and direction from 
him, for Chriſt promiſed, Fob» 16. 13. the Spi- 
rit ſhoald guide them into all truth, there- 
fore into this truth: the Sabbath was not 
cerimonial, for the word ceremony comes 
from \INN cherem,which is a thing conſecra» 
ted and devated to God,typifying ſomerhing 
to be accampliſhed in the new Leſtament ; 


but 
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| but the Sabbath day was no type of the Lords 

day: Paul ſaid , the Jewiſh Sabbaths were 
ſhadows, but the body is of Chrift, Col. 2. 17. 
or elſe the word ceremony comes c, 73 ws 
» alegy tune becauſe ceremonies were to in- 
dure but for a time therefore remember to keep 
holy the Sabbath day, now called the Lords 
day, and God will bleſſe you with great pro- 
ſperity and comfortable ſucceſs the week fol- 
lowing. 0 

ſe 4. I told you the fourth Reaſon was, 
becauſe every godly man is Gods factor: the 
Uſe ariſing out of this Reaſon ſerves to ex- 
hort you all to lie ligierfor God, be his faith- 
ful factors. 

Motives. 1. Confider God hath few god- 
ly ſervants in many places, P/alm 12 1. Help 
Lord. fer the godly man ceaſeth, for the faithful 
fail from among the children of mex, and where 
they be wanting Satans follewers ſow the 
tares of errour and impiety : fromthe dayes 
of the Prophet Malachy until the birth of 
Chriſt were four hundred and fifty yeares, 
during which time the Jews had no excraor- 
dinary holy Prophet to guide them, then 
ſprang up the three ſets of Phariſees, Saddu- 
ces and Eſſenes. = 

2. Conſider how many trade for Satan 
in moſt places many ſwear oathes , few fear 
eathes ; 
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oathes ; many prophane the Sabbath, few 
keep it holy; many hate and perſecute holi- 
neſs in Chriſtians, few do love and honour 
them for it: Chriſt hath been perſecuted 


threewayes. 1. In his perſon, when he lived 


upon earth, we read how his enemies abuſed 
him many times. 2. In his name, for three 
hundred yeares after his aſcention, ſuch as 
bare the name of Chriſtians ſuffered much 
miſery during the ten perſecutions under 
thoſe bloudy Emperours of Rome. 3. For 
the power of godlineſs is Chriſt perfecutedin 
his members, and that is now adayes ; for 
our enemies, Papiſts and Proteſtants at large, 
put on a form of godlineſs,and would beac. 
counted Chriſtians, but the life of God, the 
power of godligeſs , they hate in the righte- 
ous, and perſecute their perſons for it. 

3. God gives you gifts of knowledge and 
grace for this end, to trade for him, tmploy 
your talents diligently for your heavenly 
Maſters. honour, and at your death he will 
ſfay,yel done, good and faithful ſervant, &c. 

D . Itold you the fift Reaſon was, be- 
cauſe the godly man is beſt fieted and prepa- 
red for Gods work: The Uſe ſpringing out 
of this Reaſon, ſerve, firſt, for comfort to the 
truly godly. 

For firſt,you ſhall find God ready to ſave, 

ſuccour 
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weceur and defend you in time of diſtreſs, 
Pſalm 32. 6. For this ſhall tvery one that 75 


godly pray mo thee, in a time when thou may 
i. fund ſurely in the flouds of great 7 
ebey ſpall not come nigh unto him: and though 
thine enemies be elt to wrong thee, yet 
God is Almighty to protect thee. Three kinds 
of a flictiens Gods children meet with here: 
firſt,correRjons or chaſtiſements which God 
inflicts upon them for their ſins: next are tri- 
als which God infliterh on them to try the 
truth of their graces,as he dealt with Job iLaſt 
ate perſecutions when God ſuffers wicked 
men to abuſe them for holineſs, yet God in 
his wifd om uſeth theſe three kinds of afflicti- 
ons to drive them farther from ſin, as Jona- 
than ſhot three Arrows to warn David to 

beware of Saul, 1 Sam. 20. 28. 3 
2. Youhave the promifes of this and a bet- 
ter life? you are heires of them, and they are 
your portion, Hebr. 6.1 7. and they are a wor- 
thy portion, 1 T1 48. Gee 6 proffta- 
ble wnto all things having promiſe of the life that 
now is, and of that which t« to come. "4 
2. It may ferve to exhort you all to labpur 
to be fitted for your heavenly Maſters uſe, 
and prepared to every good work: the way 
and meanes is in 2 Tim. 2. 21. If a man there- 
fare purge himſelf from this, & c. that is, — 
theſe 
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theſe curſed hereſies, and corrupt teachers: 
and keep himſelf unſpotted from the world 
by the grace of the holy Ghoſt dwelling in 
kim, then he ſhall be a veſſel unto honour, be 
like the Sun, whoſe body ſtayes in the heaven, 
yet his light ſhines upon earth, neither can 
any ſtinking dunghil, on which it ſhines, in» 
fect it: live ſo purely, that ſuch as be without 
may in time honour and affect thee for thy 
vertue, not infect thee with their vice. 

Uſe 6. I told yon the ſixt Reaſon was, be. 
cauſe onely the heart of a godly man will 
bow and bend to do God his work: The U. 
ſes ariſing out of this Reaſon ſerve, firſt, to 
reprove the pride and ſtubbornneſs of ſuch 
hearts as will not bow and bend todo Gods 
work, but ſay as the Jews to Jeremiah, 7er.44. 
16, As fer the word that thou haſt ſpoken to ut 
in the Name of the Lord , we will not hearkes 
unto thee : theſe pray in the Lords Prayer, 
T by will be done in earth, as it is in heaven, yet 
in their lives they ſet themſelves to do their 
own wils,and to croſs Gods will: what cur- 
ſed diſſembling hypocrites are theſe ? they 
cry out of Gods ſervice, what a wearineſs is 
it, they think his ſervice an irkſome yoke, an 
intolerable burden , but theſe that will not 
obey Gods word, ſhall feel his power. 

2. It may ſerve to exhort you all to ow 
an 
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and bend heartily to do Gods work | with- 
draw not your ſhoulder from it, butbefor- 
ward to do it with all your might, think it 
not too mean, fer it is the work of God; 
think it no loſs er prejudice to do it, for God 
will reward thee. 

Directions to heſp you: 1. Set yaur love 
exceedingly upon God, and it will be your 
meat to do his will, and finiſh his work; love 
makes labeurs light : indeavour to be able 


. to ſay truly as the Prophet, Fam 3.26, My 


fleſh and my heart faileth : that is, for love of 
the Lord; of the ſame ſenſe with the Char- 
ches ſpeech in Camicles, I am fick, of love: if 
thou hadſt tenthepſand hearts, they are too 
little and too few to love God with; if Chriſt 
ſhould ask thee as he agked Peter, Doeſt thas 
love-me more than theſe do love me let thy 
heart anſwer truly without guile, Lord, then 
knoweſt I love thee. 

2. Deny thy ſelf in all things that be near 
and dear to thee; our Saviour, Math 16. 
couſelleth every one that would follow him 
to deny himſelf: from whence we may ob- 
ſetve, that a mans own ſelf is the gremeſt ene- 
my to himſelf : ſelf-denyal is a preferring of 
Ged before ones ſelf, a preferring Gods 
command before thine own will, and his glo- 
ry betore thine on ends. 8 

K 3. Have 
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3. Have reſpect to the recompence of re: 
ward; this will encourage thee againſt all 
difficulties you ſhall meet withal in Gods 
work ; hope of ſpoil ma kes the Souldier 
venture his deareſt bloud; hope of pain 
makes the Merchant venture over the 
ſeas : let the Papiſt with all his merits paſſe 
through Purgatory to Heaven if he can, look 
thou. and labour thou for an eternal habita- 
nion in the higheſt heavens by the merits of 
Chriſt alone: the Papiſts to prove Purgato- 
ty urge that in A ath. 5. 26. Thon ſhaltby. no 
means come out thence till thou haſt paid the ut- 
termeſt farthing But it this place be meant 
of Purgatory, then theſe words are taken ei- 
ther in a metaphorical ſenſe, or in a litteral : 
if ina metaphorical ſenſe, then purgatory fire 
is but a metaphorical fire, that is, none at all; 
hut if theſe words be taken literally, then let 
any Papiſt anſwer me theſe two queſtions: 
fixſt, how much money will ſerve to pay for 
ones tanſome out of Purgatory ? for here is 
the uttermoſt farthingto be paid. 2. How 
muſt poor people do that go into purgatory, 
but want money to pay for their ranſome? 
this place is meant of civll debts in this world 
between man and man, Chriſt would have 
debtors to pay what they owe to their credi- 
tors, for fear of impriſonment; but this by the 
way. Uſe 7 
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De 7; 1 told you the ſeventh Reaſon was, 
becauſe God ean truſt none but the godly 
man: the llſe from hence arifing ; ſerves to 
exhort you alle. be faithtul to God in all che 
works he ſets you about. 1 . 

Motives. 1. f faithful man ſhall abound 
with bleſſings, Prov. 28 20 Feſeph was faithful 
to God and to his Matter Petichar, and God 
raiſed him to great honour and wealth; 74 
cob, Nehemiah, David and. Daniel, were bleſſed 
men of faithful ſpirits, and you may read in 
the Scripture how God bleſſed them. 

2. Confider what a comfort and honour 
it is, here in thy life, and will he at thy death, 
when the Lord ſhall ſay, Well dine, good and 

faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful over a 
few things, 1 will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, 
Math. 25.23. Hebr 3. 5. Moles verily was 
faithful in all his hou ſe, &c. its recorded to lris 
honour. 

3. Conſider how few are faithful to God. 
we may cry out, P/alm 12.1.7 be faithful fail 
from among the children of men: tor in many 
places, all ſeek their own, not the things 
which are Jeſus Chriſts: let the perfidiouſ- 
neſs of others incite you to faithfulneſs ; be- 
tray not Gods cauſe, if you have power and 
opportunity to advance it; rob not * 
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his honour, bat whatſoever ye do, do all to 


the glory of God. 

4. Conſider what a bleſſed friend God is 
to you; hath he not made you ? redeemed 
you? 2 __ preſerved you from many 
perils ? enriched you with many ſpiritual and 
earthly bleſfings ? cm you have an heart to 
deal perfidiouſly with him? when your 
earthly friends forſake you, God failes you 
not, he will be a friend in need, and a friend 


in deed to you ; let all thismake youtruſty 


and faithful to him. 

Uſe 8. I told you the laſt Reaſon was, be- 
cauſe none will do Gods wotk ſo well as the 
godly man: the Ufe ſpringing from hence is, 
to exhorr you godly ones to do Gods work 
as exactly and as compleatly as ever you can. 

Directions: 1. Do his work according to 
his word for that is the rule of righteouſneſs, 
Gal.6.16. As many 4s walk according to this 
rule, &c. rule all your thoughts, words, and 
deeds by this word, 1/asah 8.20. to the Law 
and the Teftimony, &c. that is, to the Golpel, 
which is called Teſtimony in feb» 32. 33. to 
theſe muſt we repair for ditection about the 
doing of Gods work; and this is called our 
reaſonable ſervice, Rom. 12 1. that is, ſuch a 
fervice as we can give a reaſon for, out of 
Gods word; it is oppoſed to W 
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which is a ſerving of God after the inyenti- 
on of man, not according to Gods word: 
et the holy Scriptures be your directory, if 
you do not, you will never pleaſe God. 

2. Do Gods workfor his own glory; his 
lory is his infinite worthineſs, WAbreby he 
doch far ſurpaſs the worthineſs of all crea- 
tures; it is ſo dear to him, that he ordained 
and made allthings for it; he would not 
have made the world but for it; he will not 
give his glory to another, Iſaiab 4 2.8. he 
gives us the comfort of all his mercies and 
bleſſings, but the glory of them all he re- 
ſerves to himſelf; matter not what becomes 
of your own ends, ſo that Gods glory may 
be advanced; think it your greateſt honour 
to honour God: the Phariſces gave almes, 
faſted and prayed,and all to be ſeen of men, 
but Chriſt called them hypocrites for it. 

3. Do Gods work conſtantly, for to them 
who by patient continuance in well doing, 
ſeek for glory,and honour, and immortality, 
eternallife, Rem. 2 7. Col 1.33. Continue in 
the faith. Col.4.2. Contiune in prayer. Hebr. 
13.1. Let brotherly love continue. 2 Tim. 3.14. 
Continue thou in the things thou haſt learned, 
andbaſt been aſſured of. Acts 13.43. Continue 
in the grace of God. Titus 3.8. 1 will that thou 
affirm conſtantly, that they which have bel:ived 
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in God might be careful to maintain good wyr ke: 
a hypocrite can. do ſome works fora fir and 
a ftart, butwhken tribulation or perſecution 
ariſeth becauſe of the word, by and by he is 
offended. | © 
4. Dp Gods work with an upright heat, 
then he will make thee ruler oyer much; 
bleſſed is that ſervant, whom when his Ma- 
ſter cometh ſhall find ſo doing: a hypocrite 
can do Gods work with his hand, but not 
with his whole hear t; but this God chiefly 
requires: a hypocrite is-like a wind-mill, 
whoſe Hils turn about, but the body of it 
ſtands ſtill; ſo a hypocrite feryes God with 
dis lips and hands, but his heart moves not, it 
is dead within him: but a child of God is 
like a ſhip ſayling onthe Sea, whoſe ſails and, 
body both move together; ſo his heart, 
hands, lips and tongue go together about 
Gods work, and he is better within then be 
ſeems to be without; whatſocver Work of 
God ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, (l. 
3 23. 2 Tim. 2, 22. call on the Lord with a 
pure heart: Hebr. 10. 23. draw neer to the 
Lord with a true heart: 1 Peter 1. 22. love 
one another with a pure heart fervently : 
Rum. 6, 17. obey from the heart that form of 
dt ine which was delivered to you :;Hath. 
22. 37. love the Lord with all thine heart 
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Lale 8. 15. baving heard the word, in an ho- 
neſt and good heart keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience. © Labour to be of one 
' heart, and of one mind, and ſerve God 
with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart, then 
your heart ſhall rejoyce in God, and your 
joy ſhall no mantake from you. | 
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